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ELIGIBILITY  

 

Q. Who can Apply? Are consulting firms qualified to submit proposals for the CIC grant 

scheme. 

A. We accept applications from companies and organizations (including non-profit, 

public sector, non-governmental and think-tanks) operating lawfully in any 

country or territory with experience in deploying climate resilient technology 

solutions in low-income or developing countries.  

Privately-owned companies including those with experience in providing 

innovative climate resilient technology solutions in the South Asia region. 

Yes, consulting firms are qualified to submit proposals if they are legally 

operational in one or more countries.   

 

Q. What parties (universities/NGO/not-for profit/consultants) are eligible to submit a 

proposal and does the location of the main applicant matter? Should one or all 

consortium partners be based in South Asia? 

A. The Open Call is open to any entity operating lawfully in any country or territory. 

Although, it is not necessary to have a consortium partner in South Asia, the 

experience of deploying solutions in south Asia is an advantage.  

 

Q. Are institutions located outside South Asia eligible to apply for this call for proposals, 

for implementing a project in the SA region?  

A. Yes, institutions/entities based outside of SAR are eligible to apply for this Open 

Call for proposals.  

 

Q. What are the other eligibility criteria? 

A. Other eligibility criteria include the following: 
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i. Innovators are encouraged to provide experience of deploying such a 

technology or solution in any SAR country. 

ii. The solutions are preferably a Minimum Viable Product/prototype (MVP) that 

may have been deployed with test results and status. 

iii. The companies or organizations to have demonstrated managerial capacity to 

implement the proposed solutions. 

iv. The proposed solutions to have potential of scalability and replicability under 

local conditions in the South Asia region.  

 

Q. Are there certain types of solutions that are most preferred (software solutions)? What 

would be the preference in terms of technology solutions? Are we talking about digital 

solutions or physical solutions? 

A. The Open Call is specific to technology-based solutions/products that are 

primarily hardware,  software/application, and processes or a combination of 

two or more. 

Q. Can the CIC fund proposals on policy solutions targeting a particular sub-region 

instead of a specific country?  

A. Yes, the proposals on technology-based, policy solutions targeting sub-regions 

are eligible as long as they are within the maximum funding ceiling of USD 

150,000.  

 

Q. Can innovators in sanitation technology-based in countries other than SAR apply for 

the fund as a consortium with a local partner? 

A. Yes, consortia are eligible to apply for the fund. ADPC defines consortium 

applications as those submitted by a formal consortium only, i.e., where 2 or more 

organizations come together to create a new, formally constituted organization, 

with its own organizational accounts. 

 

Q. Are there certain type of solutions that are most preferred (e.g. data driven solutions)?  
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A. Hardware and software application solutions that meet the seven (7) thematic 

areas and needs of the specific country are the general prerequisites. Therefore, 

the challenge does not prescribe preference to certain type of solutions.  

 

Q. Will the challenge fund include soft technologies such as institutional and social or 

does it prefer to fund hard technologies (includes AI/GIS/ hardware technologies).  

A. CIC will only fund technology-based solutions both hardware and software which 

may or may be data-based solutions.  

 

Q. Are startup researchers staying outside South Asia eligible to apply for the grant?  

A. Yes, innovators can apply from any part of the world but their solutions should 

be applicable to the SAR context. The product or solutions must meet the 

perquisites including tested pilots.  

 

Q. Will the funding prefer pilot projects at local level, national level or any ready-scalable 

technologies?  

A. The Open Call encourages pilot projects that are applicable at all levels but are 

affordable, applicable given the local situation, sustainable, as well as scalable.  

 

Q. What are the major thematic areas the grant is allocated for? 

A. The major thematic areas are: 

i. Climate information and analytics  

ii. Community-level early warning systems 

iii. Climate-smart agriculture 

iv. Integrated water resources management 

v. Resilient infrastructure 

vi. Nature-based solutions for adaptation 

vii. Risk financing solutions 
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Q. Would similar solutions that were featured in TechEmerge also be considered as 

strong candidates for the CIC? 

A. Although, solutions similar to TechEmerge will be considered as long as they 

meet the thematic areas and key considerations, having featured in TechEmerge 

does not hold an advantage over others. The probability of selection is based on 

the key considerations, thematic areas, and eligibility criteria that are specific to 

the Climate Innovation Challenge.  

 

Q. Are you looking for solutions to be used by communities, local government 

organizations, national government organizations, or any of the above? 

A. The end-user may be communities, local governments, organizations, national 

government agencies etc. with a minimum capacity to deploy the technology.  

 

Q. Can multi-country cooperation be encouraged through cooperation, collaboration 

and data sharing arrangements especially in the context of hydro-meteorological 

disasters in South Asia?  

A. Yes, multi country cooperation may be eligible within the maximum ceiling of the 

fund and the 12-month project implementation period.  

 

Q.  As the CIC focusing on South Asia, is India also included? And if in case India is not 

included, can prospective innovators based in India apply to other South Asian 

countries under CIC? 

A. Although the solution or products are to be deployed in the seven SAR countries 

other than India, innovators based in India can apply for the CIC grant to be 

deployed in one of the seven countries.  

 

Q. Can an innovator apply to more than one thematic are? How many applications per 

innovator can be submitted? Can an applicant submit more than one applications 
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in different themes? 

 

A. Innovators can potentially apply in a single thematic area, more than one or all 

of the thematic areas. There is no fixed limit to the number of applications per 

innovator, therefore, an innovator can submit more than one application.  

 

RELEVANCE TO NEEDS AND CLIMATE RESILIENCE 
Q. To what degree can CIC be envisaged to be an effective set of potential actions to 

mitigate the effects of CC through disruptive technologies evolved and applied at the 

national level?  

A. The innovation selection is based on country needs assessment carried out prior 

to the call for proposals in areas which includes climate adaptation and 

mitigation priorities of the countries. We are pairing country needs with 

disruptive technologies in these priority areas to ensure effective action and 

outcomes.  

 

Q. How do you plan on making the challenge areas inclusive so that the vulnerable and 

marginalized communities are not left behind? 

A. The challenge has a focus on local level solution principles mainly through an 

emphasis on the local markets and institutional capacity building geared towards 

local level applications. 

 

Q. Can you explain a bit more on the endorsement from relevant government 

authorities? Would that be specific based on the nature of the innovation 

proposed? In case if its a multi-country innovation, then how would that work? 

A. Taking into account that the primary beneficiary of CIC is the government and 

the community at large, it is of utmost importance that the innovators get 

their innovation endorsed by the respective government authorities. In the 
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case of multi-country, endorsement from the concerned government 

authorities from the multi country is required.  

 

KEY CONSIDERATIONS 
Q. Does innovation require scaling up using locally available funds and volunteer action? 

How many of them have proved to be successful? 

A. One of the key considerations and a principal prerequisite is for innovations to 

have the potential to scale and replicate either across the country or the region. 

The challenge also requires all entries to provide client(s) details who have used 

the product/solution.  

 

Q. What are some of the key considerations that the innovators must keep in mind while 

offering a solution? 

A. The innovations must meet one or more of the following key considerations: 

i. It must provide technology driven support to key sectors of agriculture, 

transport/road infrastructure, integrated water resources management. 

ii. Provide data for climate adaptation and resilience in the key sectors 

iii. Prove transboundary and regional cooperation 

iv. Mainstream gender equality concerns 

v. Address the complexity of public finance for implementing nationally 

determined contributions (NDCs). 

vi. Contribute to advocacy and awareness for resilience.  

 

Q. How will the program support the match making between problem/solution 

networks?  

A. The CIC followed a rigorous needs identification process from each of the   

participating countries, that are shared with potential innovators in each of the 

thematic areas. The primary concept behind the challenge is for innovation 

seekers and innovation providers to come to a common platform of the 
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challenge and implement the solutions needed by each country.  

 

Q. Does the fund support project(s) that provide affordable, rapidly deployed sanitation 

system? 

A. Yes, if the innovation falls within the key thematic areas.  

 

Q. Does the call for proposal give importance to regional level solutions and therefore 

regional level applications for transboundary risk management? 

A. Yes, the call provides the opportunity and considerations for solutions that have 

the potential to scale within the country as well as at a regional level.  

 

Q. Are you encouraging established companies to come up with their tested technologies 

or inviting ideas for new innovations?  

A. We encourage solution that may be a Minimum Viable Product/prototype (MVP) 

that has been deployed with test results and status.  

 

Q. How can you efficiently disseminate Climate smart technologies at rural community 

while smart phone users are very limited which is very challenging (in the case of 

Nepal).  

A. There are various climate smart technologies which do not necessarily require 

the use of smart phones. We encourage technologies that are principally driven 

by local needs as well as those that are affordable and appropriate to low 

resource and cultural particularities in SAR countries.  

Q. Are you looking for mitigation and adaptation both under the CIC? 

A. Any disruptive technology that enhances disasters and climate resilience 

through mitigation and/or adaptation would be equally accepted.  
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Q. Will SAR governments endorse any innovation unless ADPC has prior informed 

them about this project.  

A. Prior to the open call, ADPC organized individual country consultations by 

way of identifying technological needs of each of the participating country. 

Therefore, the governments are aware of the CIC and the need for endorsing 

the innovation.  

  

Q. Do you have list of agencies/contacts to whom one should approach for 

government’s endorsement?  

A. It is the responsibility of the innovators to ensure that it is complied with. At 

a later stage, when the innovations is selected ADPC would facilitate in 

connecting the innovators with the concerned Ministry/Departments.  

 

Q. Is it mandatory for the government entity to include legal documents for applying 

to the CIC that would endorse the legality of the government body? 

A. We expect that a government department would follow valid procedures and 

protocols of applying for such a fund. Therefore, we do not require any such 

licenses or evidence of registration from the government entities. These 

requirements are for companies, institutions, and organizations other than the 

government. 

 

Q. Do you need innovation focusing on regional one or country-specific is also? 

A. The innovation broadly falls under three categories namely local, national or 

regional. 

 

Q. What shall be the role of concerned government to endorse the technology as 

innovative or otherwise? 
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A. Any deployable technology is required to be validated in accordance with the 

needs of the recipient government as well as its applicability and its 

acceptance within a broader framework of endorsement. Within this purview, 

the role of the concerned government would be expected.  

 

Q. Can a company/organization/institution submit application in collaboration with 

Govt. Department/authority? 

 

A. There is no restriction in submitting application in a government consortium. 

However, this needs to be legitimately discussed with the concerned 

government authority (Provincial/National) as the recipient 

Ministry/Department has to authenticate the proposed innovation.  

 

B. Are you looking for a new innovation or an innovation that has already been piloted? 

Since you are asking for a short video, then how do we prepare a video without 

piloting it? 

A. Quite a few new innovations strictly meeting the selection criteria can be 

funded. However, we are looking for both the piloted and new innovations that 

are beyond the stage of prototypes and have been tested. On the basis of this 

logic, the video is not mandatory. 

SELECTION CRITERIA 
Q. What is the selection criteria for the proposals? Is there any list of criteria that the 

proposals are expected to meet to be considered for this call beyond the list of 

priority areas? How is the innovativeness evaluated?  

A. There is a set of evaluation criteria with scoring matrices at each stage of the 

application and proposal phases. A team of international jury with specific 

expertise are carefully selected to evaluate the innovation applications. Innovation 

is evaluated on the basis of its capacity to transform the efficiency or effectiveness 
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in solving the problem both technologically and behaviorally.  

Q. Regarding the eligibility criteria - "experience in deploying climate resilient 

technological solutions..." does this criteria need to be met only by the consortium 

leader or by all members of the consortium? 

A. The criteria may be met only by the lead agency of the consortium 

(Consortium Head) 

Q.Is there any scope for capacity building/training on CCA in the CIC? 

A. No, it is not eligible as per the criteria laid down in the CIC guidelines.  

COSTS AND FUNDING CONSIDERATIONS 
Q. Considering the two-million-dollar grant in total, how many innovators/companies 

will receive the grant? What is the project implementation period?  

A. The two million US dollar fund is the total fund allocated the final selected 

innovators in the seven participating countries. Depending on the size of the 

project proposal, we are expecting to fund anywhere between 15 to 20 

innovations for a period of one year.  

 

Q. What is the duration of funding (annual or multi-year?) 

A. The duration of the fund is for a period of one year. However, it depends on 

what Innovation is proposed and time line by the selected Innovator. Some 

innovators may require less than 11 months.  

Q. Is the CIC expected to be repeated in the future or is it expected to be a one-off? 

A. It will be repeated with lessons and learnings from this CIC experience.  

Q. Does the applicant requires co-financing? 

A. Co-financing is not mandatory for applying in principle. Nonetheless, some of 

the bare minimum management cost would be applicable. The applicant needs 

to bear a partial management cost. 


