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Preface by ADPC

Applied research is used to find solutions to everyday problems and
innovative approaches to address the problem. Such research is extremely
important for the field of disaster risk management, which looks at reducing
the daily risk of communities facing disasters. At ADPC, we have been
working for more than 20 years with national governments and
communities to respond to their needs and assist them to build capacity for
reducing risk and preparing better for disasters. In the process, we have
been learning from practices in countries from the region, and sharing
those experiences and lessons learned to the other countries in the region,
thus facilitating dissemination and management of knowledge. Results of
such research would add to the palette of information and would be of
extreme importance to the countries of the region in taking forward the
agenda of disaster risk reduction (DRR).

ADPC has been energized and encouraged by the hard work and innovation
of the young emerging professionals and researchers. With small amounts
of money compared to normal amounts spent in internationally funded
projects, many grantees have worked closely with local communities and
governments and some impact on the ground; while raising and stirring-up
interests, concerns, and questions for all of us in the field of DRR.  In both
rounds, ADPC has handled the largest numbers of grantees in the program,
reflective of the range and complexity of issues faced in the region; and the
large number of university-based institutions, NGOs, and governments
interested in acting on it.

It is a privilege for us at ADPC to be a regional partner with the  ProVention
Consortium initiated Applied Research Grants for Disaster Risk Reduction
Program. It gives us the great opportunity to collaborate and work with
World Bank and IFRC, the two key members of the ProVention Consortium,
as well as other university partners at the University of Wisconsin-Madison,
the Cranfield Disaster Management Center, and the University of Cape
Town .

ADPC is most grateful to the grantees, the mentors, host organizations,
local governments and community-based organizations in their respective
areas of study; their rich experiences in the field of disaster risk
management are great value to the young grantees for interactive learning
and networking and looks forward to continuing this work in future forums.

This publication contains 15 edited research grants primarily from round
two, who presented at the Bangkok December 2006 Workshop. Through this
diverse range of critical thinking, action and reflective writing that these
grantees’ work represent; we hope that this publication captures the
diversity and complexity of issues being addressed and the range of actors
involved; while inspiring more than the young practitioners to enter this
complex work and stay engaged.

Dr. Bhichit Rattakul
Executive Director a.i.
Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC)
Bangkok, April 2007

Asian Disaster Preparedness Center



Exploring ways to encourage a new generation of actors to lead
disaster risk reduction initiatives in developing countries, the
ProVention Consortium launched a Programme of Applied
Research Grants for Disaster Risk Reduction in 2002 and conducted
a second round of grants in 2005. Globally, more than 100 small
grants (USD 5000 or less) have been awarded for 6-9 months of
applied research on disaster risk reduction.

In 2005, 264 grant applications were screened by an independent
panel of disaster risk management specialists from around the
world.  Fifty-two awards were granted to students and young
professionals from the following 34 countries: Algeria, Argentina,
Armenia, Bangladesh, Burundi, Cameroon, China, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya,
Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Mexico, Mongolia, Namibia, Nepal, Pakistan,
Philippines, Russia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, Tanzania,
Thailand, Turkey, Uganda, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, and Westbank/
Gaza. This second round of the Programme was managed by the
ProVention Secretariat and the University of Wisconsin-Disaster
Management Center (UWDMC) in close collaboration with the
Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC) and the University of
Cape Town - Disaster Mitigation for Sustainable Livelihoods
Programme (DiMP). ADPC managed grants for East Asia & the
Pacific and South Asia, DiMP worked with sub-Saharan Africa and
the Middle East & North Africa and UWDMC was responsible for
Europe & Central Asia and Latin America & the Caribbean.

This publication presents information and results of select projects
from the East Asia & Pacific and South Asia regions supported
during both rounds of grants.  It is clearly evident from the findings
that emerging risk researchers are a critical human resource for
promoting risk reduction in disaster-prone regions.  The
Programme also demonstrates the value of acculturating the next
generation of researchers and practitioners to cross-disciplinary
practice, participatory action research and problem-solving. Growth
in risk reduction research over the past years has generated a
great deal of information, but whether this translates into more
action on the ground is not always clear. Coherent integrated action
is constrained by the wide professional diversity in the field and by
limited collaboration between scientists and practitioners. The
Programme seeks to address these issues as it encourages
participants from various academic and professional backgrounds
to cross barriers between technical and local knowledge; knowledge
and action; and research and practice.

The ProVention Consortium Secretariat is very grateful to its
regional partners for their high level of commitment to the
Programme, and to all the grantees for their hard work.  We look
forward to taking this initiative forward in 2007 and beyond.

Margaret Arnold
Head of ProVention Consortium Secretariat
Geneva, March 2007

Preface by ProVention



I.  INTRODUCTION TO THIS PUBLICATION

II. OVERVIEW OF APPLIED RESEARCH GRANT  PROGRAM

III. ADPC COMMENTARY (ROUNDS I AND II) AND WORKSHOPS

IV. REFLECTIONS BY GRANTEES, MENTORS AND REVIEWERS: WHAT WENT WELL?
WHAT COULD BE DONE BETTER?

V. GRANTEE APPLIED RESEARCHES

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN
MULTI-HAZARD DISASTER REDUCTION
AT COMMUNITY, CITY, AND CROSS-
BORDER LEVELS

INDIA
Cross-border Collaborative Disaster
Management in Kashmir - page 12
Arjimand Hussain Wani

INDIA
Integrated Disaster Mitigation in Urban
Planning Practices in India - page 18
Sweta Byahut and Darshan Parikh

PAKISTAN
Toolkit to Conduct Community-Wide
Vulnerability and Hazard Assessment
in the Northern Mountainous Regions  -
page 24
Mujeeb Alam

Contents

COMMUNITY-BASED DISASTER RISK REDUCTION
INITIATIVES TOWARDS BETTER MITIGATION AND  LOCAL
RESILIENCE

NEPAL
Forest Fire Risk Reduction Techniques in the Community
Forests of  Nepal - page 30
Bhoj Raj Khanal

Using Local Knowledge to Understand and Mitigate
Community Risks from Climate Change in Nepal - page 40
Suresh Marahatta

PHILIPPINES
Child-Oriented Participatory Risk Assessment
and Planning - page 52
Mayfourth Luneta

30
40

52

18
12

24



TOOLS AND METHODOLOGIES FOR INITIATIVES
IN HAZARD ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING

INDIA
Measuring Community Preparedness:
A Monitoring Tool  - page 108
Biswanath Dash

NEPAL
Floodplain Analysis and Risk Assessment
of Lakhandei River  - page 118
Ripendra Awal

Landslide Risk Assessment in Thanamaula
Village Development Committee in Parbat
District - page 130
Krishna Prasad Sharma 108 118

127

INNOVATIVE INITIATIVES IN EARTHQUAKE VULNERABILITY
REDUCTION AND RISK ASSESSMENT

CHINA
Using Bamboo to Build Houses in Earthquake Prone Rural Area
in Yunnan Province  - page 60
Hongzhou Lai

NEPAL
Sets of Standard Building Designs: A Supportive Step to Reduce
Earthquake Risk  - page 64
Binod Shrestha

Vulnerability of Typical RC Frame Buildings in Nepal and
Suitable Mitigation Measures  - page 72
Hima Shrestha

VIETNAM
Seismic Hazard Assessment in Hoa Binh
Hydropower Dam  - page 80
Hoang Quang Vinh

POST-TSUNAMI ACTION: IMPROVING PREPAREDNESS
AND ENHANCING COASTAL COMMUNITY RESILIENCE
AND INTER-AGENCY COLLABORATION

SRI LANKA
Strengthening Sri Lanka’s Environmental Laws to
Reduce Vulnerability of Coastal Populations  - page 90
Achala Navaratne

THAILAND
The Search for Collaborative Emergency Response
Management in Thailand - page 96
Tavida Kamolvej

60
64

72 80
90

96

VI. ANNEXES

a. List of Grantees, Mentors, and Titles of Research Papers
b. Program Management Team

130



P
H

O
TO

 B
Y 

A
D

P
C

/T
S

F:
 F

la
sh

flo
od

 Q
ue

zo
n,

 P
hi

lip
pi

ne
s 

D
ec

 2
00

4


	Provention_Publication1.pdf



