
As part of the collaborative project entitled Partner-
ship on Disaster Reduction on Southeast Asia 
(PDRSEA) Phase 4, the Albay Public Safety Emer-
gency Management Office (APSEMO) in the Philip-
pines, with the technical support of Asian Disaster 
Preparedness Center (ADPC) and National Disaster 
Coordinating Council (NDCC), assisted the Camalig 
Municipal Disaster Coordinating Council (MDCC) in 
integrating Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) compo-
nents and strategies in their Comprehensive Land 
Use Plan (CLUP) and in enhancing early warning 
system and evacuation procedures at the barangay 
level. Considering its proximity to the foot of Mayon 
Volcano, the Camalig Municipality was identified as 
one of the high risk areas in Albay province. 

 

Led by Mayor Caloy Baldo, members of the Camalig 
MDCC and Sangguniang Bayan participated in a four
-day (29 January ɀ 1February) seminar-workshop on 
Ȱ#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ-Based Disaster Risk Management 
ɉ#"$2-Ɋȱ ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎ -ÙÔÁÌÌÉÃ (ÁÌÌ ÉÎ #ÁÍÁÌÉÇ -ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌȤ
ity. 

 

The Provincial Land Use Committee reviews and 
ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÃÁÌ ÉÎÐÕÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ -ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÙȭÓ #,50 
and document is subsequently forwarded to Sang-
guniang Panlalawigan for approval. Recently, the 
Camalig MDCC has included representatives from 
APSEMO who will provide expert advice to the Com-
mittee. Dr. Melgabal Capistrano of ADPC, Mrs. 
Crispina Abat of NDCC, and regional representatives 
from national government agencies (DTI, PHI-

VOLCS, MGB-DENR, and OCD) assisted the Camalig MDCC 
ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÒÅÖÉÅ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ -ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÙȭÓ #,50 ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÉÎ 
view of incorporating DRR strategies in the plan. 

 

During the workshop, Engr. Pabia of Albay Provincial Planning 
and Development Office stressed that to give teeth to the 
CLUP, appropriate zoning ordinances delineating clear bounda-
ries must be passed to ensure the strict implementation of the 
CLUP. PHIVOLCS representative, Mr. Ed Laguerta, also averred 
that the Municipality also requires a modern device such as a 
Global Positioning System (GPS) to substantiate risk analysis 
process in identifying risk zones. 

 

During the Hazard, Vulnerability, and Capacity (HVC) assess-
ment workshop, the participants considered flooding and vol-
canic eruption as the two major hazards of the Municipality.  

Continued on page 3 

Workshop participants 

Philippine Municipality Adopts Disaster Risk 

A study from Nias Island, Indonesia 
 

Background 
 
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) has been the main 
attention for countries around the world, particularly 

for the developing countries. In Indonesia itself, DRR 
is one of the government's priorities of works in 
which is being developed through National Action 

Plan of DRR, a guideline for Hyogo Framework for 
Action implementation that consists of DRR 
mapping activities of local, national and 

international actors which implement their program 
in this country and also the current situation, gaps 
and challenges that are facing by these actors. This 

guideline drafted and published by Bappenas 

(National Development Planning Board) cooperates with 
UNDP, as a milestone in setting up DRR framework for multi 
stakeholders in Indonesia.  

 
Following the last convergence meeting that is annually held  
by UN OCHA Indonesia on 14 February 2008 involved DRR multi 

stakeholders, UN OCHA presented their findingsbased on the 
data that they compile within period 2007-2008, which shown 
that until 2008, there are 91 districts in 22 provinces that have 

DRR projects with main focus is on using knowledge and 
innovation for building culture of safety and resilience. Among 
these provinces, most DRR stakeholders work in Nanggroe 

Aceh Darussalam (NAD) Province, responding to the major 
earthquake and tsunami on 2004. Meanwhile, less initiative on 
DRR project implementation is taken in Kalimantan Island. The 

same situation also happens in small island, such as Mentawai 
and Nias, in which in both islands, the DRR projects are not as 
crowded as in the other areas due to the remote location and 

access.   
Continued on page 8 
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gave presentations on their draft action plans and 
how they might be integrated into the on-going 
projects in which their organizations are involved. 
Each action plan reflected the knowledge and tools 
that were gained during the training course, and 
indicated ways that they could be applied to the 
situations faced in the participants' own countries. 
 
In the second year of the program, the trainees will 
become trainers, sharing what they have learned 
with other ADRRN members. Since close coopera-
tion among NGO members of the ADRRN is essen-
tial to the further development of the network, this 
training course provided a great opportunity for 
representatives of several NGOs to spend two weeks 
together learning more about one another's efforts. 
 
The ADRC wishes to express its sincerest gratitude 
to all who contributed to the success of this course. 
 
For further information please contact:  
maki yosidha (yoshida@adrc.or.jp) 

The ADRC (Asian Disaster Reduction Center), with 
support from the Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA), conducted the "NGO Training for 
Disaster Risk Reduction in Asia" from 3 to 14 De-
cember 2007 in Kobe, Japan. This program, which 
will be conducted from 2007 through 2009, aims 
to strengthen the disaster risk reduction capacity 
of the ADRRN (Asian Disaster Reduction & Re-
sponse Network) and to further develop the net-
work of local NGOs based in the Asian countries. 
Six NGOs from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, 
Malaysia, Philippines and Sri Lanka participated in 
this first year of the program and are expected to 
convey what they learn to their colleagues and 
other ADRRN members in the second year. 
 
This year's training program aimed  
(1) to impart accurate information about natural 
disasters and disaster risk reduction as well as to 
learn tools for educating and raising disaster 
awareness among school children and local peo-
ple,  
(2) to equip participants to transfer the knowledge 
gained during the course to other ADRRN mem-
bers as well as to their colleagues, and  
(3) to enable participants to prepare a draft action 
plan utilizing the knowledge they gained during 
the course. This training course consisted of lec-
tures on specific and practical topics, such as the 
development of natural disaster knowledge, the 
introduction of tools for providing disaster educa-
tion and raising public awareness, and disaster 
risk reduction activities being undertaken by Japa-
nese NGOs. 
It also focused on stress management for NGO 
staff working in affected areas in the immediate 
aftermath of a disaster, on mental health care 
issues faced by victims of catastrophic disasters, 
as well as on the effectiveness of community radio 
during times of emergency.  
 
On the last day of the training course, the trainees 

Cordia in DRR Programme joined the training, 
they are Kepler Silaban (Programme Manager), 
Rani M. Barus (Office Coordinator), Martin Soek-
endar (DRR Coordinator), Maria S. Tarigan 
(Livelihood Coordinator), Fransiska (Social Coor-
dinator), Leo Dewantoro (Livelihood Project Offi-
cer), Sutan L. Tobing (DRR Project Officer), and 
Sagrina Bangun (DRR Project Admin Assistant). 
The eight days training held in Cordia DRR Center 
was focused on the Basic orientation  of CMDRR 
process to the Core Team Members (CTM) and 
CMDRR Program Strategy Development Workshop 
during which the core team was prepared to carry 
out training or accompaniment training in ten 
different communities prone-to-disaster in the 
province of North Sumatra and Nanggroe Aceh 
Darussalam. A total of 10 areas will be covered for 
the first phase of the CMDRR project: 
Villages (6): Sekoci, Bukit Mas, Kuala Simpang 
(Kejuruan Muda), Siatas Barita in Tarutung sub 
district, Pinsur in Muara sub district, Simangu-
lampe in Bakkara sub district. 
Sub-districts (4): Mangkubumi, Pantai Cermin, 
Marelan, Sembahe   
 
The Target population of this CMDRR is a total of 
2,900 households or 12,500 people will be in-
volved in the first phase of our CMDRR project. 
During the 18 month projects (Jan. 2008 to June 
ΨΦΦίɊ #ÏÒÄÉÁȭÓ #-$22 ÔÅÁÍ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ ÁÃÃÏÍȤ
panied by another international DRR consultant, 
Mr. Karl Ammann from Caritas Germany and a 
local DRR consultant Iskandar Lehman, now 
working for the MPBI Jakarta.  
 
4ÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÉÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ #ÏÒÄÉÁȭÓ ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔ 
its first strategic planning, which is Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Emergency Response. The project 
is strongly supported by the Special Operation 
Appeal (SOA) Coordinating Unit, whose members 
are the International Caritas Organizations work-
ing for the tsunami response in Aceh and Nias ɀ 
Indonesia. 
 
For further information, please contact:  
Rani Barus (cordiamedan@yahoo.com) 
 

Cordia, Caritas Medan (Indonesia) commenced its 
eighteen month project on Community-managed 
Disaster Risk Reduction (CMDRR), funded by SOA 
Working Unit 02/05.  Technical assistance for this 
project will be provided by the International Institute 
of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR), an international not 
for profit organization focusing on participatory 
action research and training, with its headquarters in 
the Philippines. 
 
On January 21st, an opening program was con-
ducted at the Cordia office in Medan, to formally 
start the project.  This occasion was graced by Anat 
Prag, Program Manager, Special Operation Unit 
(SOA) of CRS and Fr. Frietz R. Tambunan, Director of 
Cordia Medan.  Two consultants from IIRR, Shaya-
mal Saha and Emilita Monville Oro came to Indone-
sia to conduct the first accompaniment activity fo-
cusing on orientation to CMDRR concepts and proc-
ess and strategy development. Fr. Frietz considered 
this as a big step in putting into practice their strate-
ÇÉÃ ÐÌÁÎ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÏÒÄÉÁ -ÅÄÁÎȭÓ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ 
to become a strong development organization and 
training provider.  
 
.ÉÎÅ #ÏÒÄÉÁȭÓ ÓÔÁÆÆ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ #ÏÒÅ 4ÅÁÍ ÏÆ 
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NGO training in Disaster Risk Reduction 

in Asia 

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation Project Starts: 

Ms. Emily, facilitating the training session 


