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@l. Bian Verd: a nan of great wsdom and insight,
dedication to the cause of disaster risk reduction, deep love
for the Asian Dsaster Preparedness CGenter he founded and
nurtured up util his death, and an inspirationa nentor to
a generation of disaster nanagenent practitioners. In
recognition of his outstanding personal and professional
contributions to disaster reduction, @l. Bian Vérd was
avarded the LUhited Nations Sasakawa Certificate of
Dstinction in 2001

Wth a heavy heart, we informthe disaster nanagenent
conmunity of the death of @Gl. Bian Verd on Sturday, 12
June 2004, in London, Lhited K ngdom

@l. Bian Vards distinguished professional career
spanned over five decades in severa related fields. H
served the Royal Engineers Qxps of the Bitish Any for
over 20 years in the WK Grnany, Milaysia and Thai |l and.
He then worked for over 10 years wth the League of Red
Qoss Societies (LRCS now the International Federation
of Rd Goss and Rd Gescent Scieties — IFR) as Dl egate
and Qiief Delegate in severa countries of Arica ad Asia
Dring this period, he aso undertook missions as Techni cal
Adviser to the Lhited Nations Dsaster Relief Gfice
(UINDRQ now the dfice for the ordination of
Hinanitarian Affairs— UNOOHY) on disaster nanagenent
capecity buildng in coutries in Asia ad the Pxcific.

In 1985 l. Vérd was commissioned by UNDRQ wth
funding support from the Whited Nations Devel opnent
Progranme, to assess the needs of Asian and Pacific
countries in disaster nanagenent. Seeing the need for
substantial capacity building of nationa @ disaster
nanagenent systens, he recomnmended the establishnent
of a regional Center. The Asian Dsaster PR eparedness
Cnter was thus established a the Asian Institute of
Technol ogy in 1986, and @l. Brian Vérd was invited to

serve as its first Drectar, vhich he dd wth dstinction for
over 7 years.

In 1992, he retired after shepherding the CGenter to be
recognized as a key technical resource in disaster
nanagenent. By that tine, ACPC had trained over 1,000
peopl e fromnearly 60 countries in various workshops and
semnars, conducted nore than 100 technical advisory or
liaison missions, witten tw semnal books for the Asian
Devel opnent Bank ( DO saster Mtigation in Asia and the
Rcfic ad O saster Munagenent: A O saster Mnager’s
Handbook), and expanded froma staff of 6 to 20 peop e

From 1998 owvards, he returned to guide the transition of
ADPC to the status of an independent foundation. Fom
1999 till his demse, he served as Drector Eneritus and
Secial Adviser, as well as nenter of the ADRC Board of
Trustees. During his long career for ADPG LRCS and
UNDRQ  he undertook nunerous senior-level disaster-
related technicd advisory missions in Asia, the Rific ad
Arica including Australia, Bangl adesh, Barbados, China,
Chinese Taipei, (sta Rca, Bhiopia, Hji, Hng Kong,
India, Indonesia, Japan, Liberia, Mannar, Nepal, Papua
New Qiinea, the Philippines, Sngapore, Si Lanka,
Sudan, Wjanda, Metnam Veéstern Sanoa and Yenen.

@l. Vvérd provided visionary |leadership to the Center,
i nsi ght ful wsdom and exenplary  professional
conmtnent, and was a source of inspiration and nentor
to a generation of disaster nanagenent professionals and
institutions throughout Asia and the Racific.

To the nan whomwe have great affection for, a nan of
candour, conviction, high values and great sense of hunor,
whose love for his work was evident in his personal
sacrifice, a nan from whom we have drawn ideas and
wsdom as well as inspiration and determnation to
actualize these ideds, we are forever gratefu and shall
renai n coomtted to the course he charted

Asian Dsaster Preparedness Center
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Strengthening Community Resilience in Crisis through
Network for Early-warning Assistance and Resilience, NEAR

t takes very little to pussh a winerade

conmunity over the edge and one crisis can

destroy thousands of lives and |ivelihoods.

Indonesians, like residents of nany devel oping

coutries, are constantly faced wth sone crises or other.

Existing problens often are exacerbated and al ready weak

systens can cdlapse conpletely, leaving peode in desperate
need of food, headlth-care and ather besic services.

Between 1997 and 2003, Indonesia has suffered nore than 30
ngor hunanitarian crisis includng floods, droughts,
earthquakes, and conflict. Gthoic Rlief Services (R
Network for Early-warning Assistance and Resilience
(NER) programwves created to mitigate the effects of these
disasters by working wth conmunities to identify
vl nerabilities, and to devel op mitigation and preparedness
strategies for future crises. NEAR stands for networks
through conmunity, governnent, civil and private sectors
for early varning thereby to anadyze, nap, prepare and plan
for the dsaster evert ad assistace via rdief, response ad
nobi lization, and to build resilience by enpovering,
securing, creating an owership leading to sustenance.
NEAR s overarching goal thus is to enhance conmunity
resilience throughout Indonesia This is done by reflecting
on pest trends, petterns ad perceived wineradlities, on site
gorasads to determine vdidity o infornation cross sharing
of lessons through workshops and abating crisis through
i npl enentation of conmonity designed snall sca e resilience
activities. These local conmunity initiatives help nininhze
loss of life wen crises occur, support sustai nebl e recovery
and resiliency and serve as nodel exanples for sharing wth
other vulnerable comunities and |ocal governnent offices.

Because multiple sectars are dften affected by a crisis, the
straegy o NERis gahering experts in a variety o fidds:
education, health, food secwrity, agricuture, capacity
building, and economics to share their knowedge wth
participants. It encourages conmunity exchange networks,
nappi ng, mtigation  planning, integrated  hunan
devel opnent, associations and links, concept design and
proposa  devel opnent, accountability, awareness raising, and
setting up early varning system

S believes that accurate know edge of conmunity needs
and the root causes of crisis wll hep reduce their inpact.
Bildng locd capacity is one of RS core gods, ad NER
is an inportat neans of achieving this. Loca organizati ons
throughout 1ndonesia have joined wth G=5 to increase the
cal |l ective capacity to respond to crises. Through workshops
and other activities devel oped by GR§ these organi zati ons

have an
opportunity to
learn how to
i dertify their
communities’
uni g u e
vl nerabilities and
| ocd crises
indcators. By
anal yzi ng this
i nfornation, the
organizations can

el op ativities to
reduce the inpact
of crises ad
effectively respond
to them

Activities such as
awareness
campaigns,
communi ty
neetings, and the
dstribution o
literature on early
war ni ng syst ens
ae hdpng to huld
individual capacity
to respond to crises ad emsuwre that safety neesures are vl |
understood by everyone. Several community activities under
this pilot programhave included Bwironnental Protection;
Geographical Infornmation Systens for Mulnerability and
Poverty Mipping, DO sease Mnitoring; Hygiene Anareness;
Hood Poofing, Safety and Preparedness Prograns for
school s, religious groups and conmunity groups; Qnflict
Reduction/Peace  Building  Schenes; Rublic Sofety
Infornati on Ganpai gns; Earthquake Orills and Eergency
Response S mul ati ons.

Wile inplenenting these activities and sharing of
experiences it is noted that comnmunity groups quickly start
to take their om initiaives to find sduions tonards their
problens by advocating to the loca governnent authorities
through the nedia and open da ogues, designing snall scale
ativities to adte patetid crisis ad sek ederrd assi stace
vhen locd capecity is insufficient.

Gommuni ty groups col | ectively working
tovards disaster reduction:

Qrrently, NEAR is working wth local organizations in
sdected regas o Indonesia to buld their capecity to prepere
for and respond to energencies. The program encour ages

catined on pege 6

| ndonesi a
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Forging an Alliance: Every Village a Knowledge Center =
n Inda were ngjority of the popuation lives
inthe rrd aress ad were 40%d the mation's Sne of the ideas generated are listed bel ow
popul ation lives bel ow the poverty line, a daily
neal is nore appealing than operating a conputer. An ¢ Remte areas need to be connected and regional

exercise to take 1S to the renote villages nay seemfutile
to nany. Q perhaps not! Wile on one hand poverty,
unenpl oynent and disparities prevails, on the other hand
India has devel oped considerabl e strength and infrastructure
in 1Cls and distance learning. To quote Rrof. Smamnat han,
‘ here lies the unique opportunity to take socidly re evart
infanation to dl the 800,000 villages in ar coutry by Agst
15, 2007, which narks the 60" amiversary of our | ndependence.” ?
H further stressed that technology nust be nade an dly in
the novenent for econonic, socia and gender equity and
to lead Inda to achieving the nill enni um devel opnent godl s.

Wth these very dgectives a national levd consutation vas
hedd on My 1920, 204 to forge an dliance to fufill the
Agenda 2007: Bvery Mllage a Knowedge Centre. The
consultation was convened by the MS Saaninathan
Research Foundation, Chennai, |India

Qrer 50 emnent persons from prenium organi zati ons such
as 1GNOJ NASSOOM Mcrosoft India, |1CRSAT, TATA Sons
Limted, Indan Institue of Technology (I1T), from
Gvernnent, Non-Gvernnent, Rublic and Private Sectors,
Acadennc Institutes and Unversities in the country, attended
the consultation neeting. DO scussions revo ved around key
issues of comectivity, contert, scaahbility, sustanability,
capacity building, network nanagenent and servicing, and
pdicy issues.

The two-day deliberations generated a lot of idess,
conmitnent and ent husi asm anong participants. Despite
the variety in the range of organization attendng the
consultation there seened to be consensus about the way
forvard.

i nioal ances shoul d be renedi ed

Have i npl enentabl e and af fordabl e connectivity
Examne generation of non-conventional and aternative
sources of energy

Mintain a socially inclusive approach and be gender
sensitive in inplenenting all prograns

Infornation content should be denand driven rather
than supply driven. There should be a conversion of
gereric infornation to location specific know edge
Snergze dl existing intiatives. Wth a convergence o
intiatives and the taging of the cdlective strengh a
seemingly antitious target can be achi eved

There is a need to generate a common wave length
between network partners

Hect felows fromthe coomnity wo wil be the torch
bearers of the knowedge reva ution

CQeate tires of owership - community, |oca
governnents, self-help groups. Each and every link in
the chain needs to be strengt hened

Bild and strengthen the cgoecity of the locd pecp e wo
wll be the key players in ddivery and d ssemnation of
i nfornation

Increase and strengthen |inkages between |ocal -1ocd,
locd-gad, ddd-lacd, ldblah lablad ladlad ad
[ and-1 ab

Integrated use of the different conmunication tod s;
internet and conmunity cable, radio and the newspaper
to extend the reach of infornation and know edge
Develop guidelines for sustainable business nodel s
whi ch deliver essential infornation and offer revenue
yiel ding services

Vi||age In 1998 the M S Semrethen Research Foudation in @avel, Inda started a prgect in dectrai c kovede
Knowledge adivery to the poor villages in Rodicherry, sothern Inda The rget a@med & tading the berefits o the
_g eerg g tedhndages ad | to the hdp chage the lives o the rud poor. Thirteen villages vere comected

Centers in wsing a hytrid wred and wrd ess netvark; cosisting of RG, td edhones, VHF dyd ex rad o devices, spread

spectrum enail comnectivity through da-up teephone lines, VAT, pubic address systemand commonity
rnevepeper — thet fadlitaes bath vdce ad cita trasfer, ad eddes the villages to gt ifamation thet they
need ad can wse to imroe thar lives.

Pondicherry

“whatever a poor
family can gain
benefit from, therich
can also gain
benefit; the reverse
does not happen” .

The prgect hed its foudation on the hdistic philosogphy of Rdf MS Shamnathan, wnii ch enphasi zes an
ineyaed pro-poor, pro-vonen and pro-neture arientation to deve opnent, comonity owership of technd og cd
tods agpirst parsod o famly owmership, ad evorages cdlective ation far spread o techndogy.  The
kowede catres provice infanation thet is locd e specific ad rd aes to the comonity s needs such as prices
o agicdtud inmpus ad atpus like seadks, fertilizers pestiddes, rice ad veptdd es, veather, trasot,

Partnershipsfor Disaster Red-tiction - Southeast Asia,'phasez (PDR-SEA-; |'sar'ional project, implemen-ted in partnship ith the Unite

from the European Commission Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO) under its Third DIPECHO Action Plan for Southeast Asia. It seeksto

countries: Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. It plansto achieve this through networking and infor
disaster management practitioners to use practical tools to implement community-based disaster management projects. For more info
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Rof. Samnethen said that to redize this, there is a need
fo cosdidaed efforts torard generding tecmicd, finacd,
institutiona and capacity huilding resources. He further
reiteraed thet there is a need to synerg ze learn g fromeech
others’ experiences and nest inportantly to naintain focus
on the pegde and nat just the technd agy.
Vénen run the
WC at Bblam Tovards the end of the second day a steering coomttee and
Gxtre, Rond cherry several task forces vere constituted. The aspiraion vas to
reach the set goads wthin the period of 3 years through a
dvison o labor, dear ddineting rdes ad respasibilities.
There was trenendous enthusiasm anongst the alliance
nenbers, and partners agreed to take the alliance forvard
on a mission node. Lastly Prof. Saamnathan called for
cregting ad sustaining a dinaste o cofidence, cdlaboration
) ) ad partrership to nake this vision a redity.
Vet her infornation
broeccasted thrauh 15 genmiret hen Research Foudtion is a non-prdfit Trust vith
RbOlic AXess 5 pagic mandate of inparting a pro-nature and pro-wonen
Istens  qgigtaion tojdrled eooomc goh inrud aress ad to herness
sdece ad tedrdayy fa enviramentdly suistandde ad sodd ly
euitdde dadgret. It is kom fa its batanw paticdpaay
goraech, weere the peod e take precedence to technd agy. For nare
ifonkion on the activities wite to nsswam@ssrf.res.in @
Vgt the vesite & v nssrf.org
Vllager reedng the
conmuni ty A ka Varna is working as Infornati on Minager- PR SEA at
nevepeper inthe  the Asian Dsaster Reparedness Gter, Theiland. Se can be
locd lagege cotacted & anbi ka@dpc. net
Tanl

Foot not es:
! Prof M'S Smaninathan, D scussion Paper presented at the MBSRF — TATA National Mrtual Acadeny for Food Security and Rural
Prosperity, National (onsultation on Agenda 2007: Bvery Mllage a Knowedge Gentre , 19 — 20, My 2004

eqloynant ogportunities, hedthcare education, livdihoods ec. Infamation is gathered ad fed ino an intraet to be dssemnated
through access nooes in dfferet villages by vdutears sdected franthe comonty ad villages. e o locd laguege ad mitined a
such as pdic adtess systens ad rad g add vd e to the ravifamation The sooess o the prgect ad its badfits hes sread to aher
villages ad yoon the request o the villagers thensd ves the Vil age Kobede Gatre (MQ Rgect hes equanded to ather villages inthe
vidnty. Mre then 3000 pagde living in these villages ae bdieved to have badfited franth's prg ed.

The Mllage Kovedge Gatre Rgect hes seen severd positive inpacts on coomonities in terns of pronati ng econonnc devel gonart,
changes insodid ad cdtud vaues, sdidarity, pditicd awreness, comonity argani zation ad perticiption The prgect hes dso
influenced the loca governnent in becomng nare tramsparen.

For its successfu inglenatation the prgect ven tvo interretiod avrds- the Miorda Dspetch SIuios Gld Aard 199 ad the
S ockho m Gl [ enge Anard 2001

d Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. The one-year project started implementation in June 2003 with funding
ddress disaster-related issues within the context of sustainable development, with communities targeted as major beneficiariesin six tar get

ation sharing of best practices, experiences and methodologies among disaster management practitioners, and by enhancing capacities of
mation about PDR-SEA-2 please contact: Ms Imelda Abarquez, Project Manager, Tel: (662) 516-5900 Fax: (662) 524-5350 E-mail:pdr-
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Third Disaster Management Practitioners’ Workshop

for Southeast Asia
Institutionalizing CBDRM in Government Policy Making, Planning and Program Activities

he Third D sast er
Management
Practitioners’ V@rkshop for

Southeast Asia on Institutionaizing
of CBORM in vernnent Policy
Maki ng, Panning and Program
Activities, vas held on My 10 to 13
2004 at the Lhited Nations Qnference
Gnter in Bangkok, Thailand. It was
jonly organized by the Asian Dsaster
Preparedness Center (ADPQ, Uhited
Nati ons Econonic and Soci al
@mmssion for Asia and the Pacific
(INBSCAP) and the International
Federation of Red Qoss and Red
CQescent Scieties (IFK). This is the
thrd tine in the pest years thet dssster
nanagers from southeast Asia have
cone together to discuss operationa
and technical issues on community-
based disaster risk nanagenent.

The four day workshop was attended
by nore than 75 participats fromover
11 countries wthin and outside this
regi on, representing  gover nnent
organi zati ons, regi onal bodi es,
international and loca N33, the
Lhited Nations and nost inportantly
Gommuni ty Leaders.

The opening cerenony was attended
by D Swit Yodnani, Executive
Drector, ARG M Savanit Kongsiri,
Assistant Secretary General, Thailand
Red Qoss, M KimHk-Su, Executive
Secretary, UNBSCAP and H E Prof. D
Krasae Chanawongse, Prine
Mnister’s Advisor and Chai rnman of
the Board of Trustees, AARC M Eaurl
Kessler, Deputy Executive Drector,
ATRC vas naster of the cerenony.

In order to gt an dl-round perspective
on (BORM and institutionalizing
(HRMin the countries in southeast
Psia, sessions were broken down into
five areas: The Nture ad Ractice of
B in different countri es,
Institutionalizing RV in
GQvernnent Policies and Pactices,
CBORM Mbni toring and Eval uation,
Gender relations in (BORV and
Gooperation  Agreenents  between
organi zati ons.

Tovards the end of four days there
was a genera consensus on the
folowng:

e (CBDRM works best when

theeisahgiled o coodraion
and cooperation anongst
stakehol ders, e.g governnens,
N3Ds and vul nerabl e groups and
peopl e

The CBORM approach is an
essertid pat o dsaster risk
managenent

CBCRM works best when it is
inegyated wth structurd and non
structural devel opnent pl anning
There is a ned to maintan effarts
to enhance i ncl usi veness,
decentral i zati on and
enmpower ment

There is a need to cotinue
advocacy and capacity building at
dl leds

The nmass nedia is an inportant
st akehol der in CBORM
Gomunity Leaders need to be
included as prinary stakehol ders
inthe internationd and reg ona
di al ogue on CBDRM

It is inportat to showase success
stories and share knowedge on
i npl erenti ng CBDRM

M practitioners need to enhance
their skills in narketing (BCRV
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* Integration of C(BORM naterials in al leves of
education as well as the governnent policies and
prograns is desirabl e

* Increased dlocation ad nabilization of resources for
B activities is needed

 Monitoring and Eval uation (ME) in (BORM needs
to be participaay

* ME needs to be accountable to al stakehol ders

» The quality of ME should be inproved by building
the capacity of governnents, conmunity and other
actors in (BORV

 Biild ME arrangenents into initia plamning of
prograns and projects

* Ponote the understanding of the inportance of
gender relaions to dl stakehd ders

» Advocate for clearer governnent policies on gender
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ro—

ect updates...

Jrp— ——"

il

ad swstainng  The overd| thougt ves thet there is a need to
cotinue to address the issue of dsaster risk reduction and
HRM offers useful options for addressing it.

Focus for the Future

Sone of the nain reconmendations and way forward were:

Enhance regional networking and continue
networ ki ng wor kshops

Devel op nore regional capacity building naterias

D scuss and devel op an agreed common under standi ng of
what @BORM should be (ai ns/features/ mni mum
requirenents & standards)

BEngage a broader constituency (including private sector
and nedi a)

regi onal

i ssues * Develop pragnatic tods to suppart the institutiondization
o Ativities shaud provide equa opportunities for bath o @ERMeg adcioay o curently uilized terns
sexes » Enhance the capabilities of (BORM practitioners in the

During the discussions and debates on what is (BORV
there were several perspectives. It vas expaned as being
a tool, process, nethodology, nodel, concept, and

areas of inplenentation, nonitoring and eval uation,
inproving gender relations, docunentation and advocacy
Gntinue to exchange know edge and experiences to effect

poicy and practice change

phil osophy. There was also sone debate on the term

institutionalize. Aternative terns provided were  The workshop ended wth the book launch of the CBDRM
nai nstreaming, scaling up, nornalizing, |egitinizing, Handbook and its acconpanyi ng bookl et Integration of CBORV
integrating, building agreenents, adopting, replicating, into Soci o-Eeconomc Devel opnent  process.

Networking Meeting

A netvorking neeting vas held on My 14, 2004 innedi ately after the Dsaster
Minagenent Practitioners’ Vdrkshop, in Bangkok, to provide an opportunity
for national networks from different countries to share their networki ng
experiences, and identify nechanismto support each other. It was attended
by a snall group of representatives and conmonity |eaders fromthe Fhilippines
and Indonesia. National network representatives fromlao POR M et nam and
Ganodi a though unable to attend the neeting provided their inputs in witing
prior to the neeting

The nost significant outcone of the neeting vas the signing of an agreenent
of partnership between the comnmunity |eaders of the Fhilippines and
| ndonesi a.

cotinued frompage 3

aher agaizaios tolirk up to ths netvark. In addition to its activities wth locd aganizatios, NERis dso streghenng
linkages wth local governnents, central ministries, loca agencies and other networks. Activities are currently being
inplenented in selected regions of the country — North Ml uku, Vest Kalinantan, Lanpung, Vést and East Nusa Tenggara
ad Grtrd Java

G5 vies fouded in 1943 by the Githdic Bshops of the Uited Sates, arigrdly to assist the ikl d Ve 11 refugees. Today G5
oparaes in @ coutries araud the vrld ad provid ng assistace wthout regard to eéhnicity, rdigon ad race (RMis pat o a
Githdic Rlief Services Agency wde ‘ Rsk Reduction’ franevork.

Veyre Urich, Tecmicd AlMiser for Eergecy Rspose Gihdic Riief Sxvices, Indoesia He can be cotacted & vayne@rs.or.id
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message from pdrsea

Cear Partners,

& have cone to the end of the second phase of FOR A R g ect
on Jue 18 2004 These last 12 naths have been ful o exciting
ad inteligent partnerships ad ve woud like thet it continues
as ve define the strategc drection of (RMin the regon The
next years wll be nore chellenging as ve dign or standards in
BRVipractice and training, and formour regiona disaster
nanagenent network in institutionalizing (BORV

Thark you al for contributing to the successful conpl etion of
the prgect and we look forveard to continued col |l aborati ons and
partnerships in the years ahead.

Inel da Aoarquez, Froject PDRSEA- 2 TEAM

Prtnerships for Dsaster Reduction Suthesst Asia

publications

APDC under its PORSEA Rrgect have produced several publications. These publications are available both in print and
dectronic fromon the website:  http://wwv adpc. net / pdr-sea/ publ i cati ons. htm

Gonmuni t y- based O saster R sk Managenent Held
Practitioners’ Handbook. |nel da Abarquez and Zubai r Mirshed,
2004, Asian Dsester Preparedness (Gater

odpc

Tk pruci@uam’ Fafbos,

kel i Ak b s i

Gommuni ty-based D saster R sk Minagenent: Integration to
Soci o- Econonic Devel opnent Process. O Le Hu Ti, 2004, Asian .
Dsaster Rreparedness Grter l\ i\ 7 3

Proceedings of the Third Dsaster Mwnagenent Practitioners’
Verkshop for Southeast Asia on Institutionalizing of C(BORM
in Gvernnent Rolicy Mking, Hanning and Rrogram Activities.
2004, Asian Dsester Preparedness (ater
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Qrerview of Early Verning Systens in Selected Gountries of
Sutheast Asia Ldita Grcia, 2004, Asian Dsester Rreparedness
Cnter

D saster Minagenent in Southeast Asia: An Orerview Ldita
Bldan, 2003 Asian Dsaster Reparedness Grier

The June 2004 issue of EOHES wil be the last issue comng fromthe project. Severa
partners have expressed the desire to have ECHIES continue on. To encourage
participation wve woul d like to invite organi zati ons from&utheest Asian
coutries to be invadved in the production of BJ-CESfra’nthenext |ssue

onvards. Bvery nonth BECHES will feature one country and one

organi zation can be responsible for collecting infornation The FEREA

teamw!| cotinue to design and host the veltsite Rease fed free to wite

to us about your wllingness to participate and contribute: anbi ka@dpc. net

Nty Aposting o ECommunityio]diSasierpractiionersynsouineastisid Y =



