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The outcomes of the workshop will
be harnessed to support regional
and global disaster risk reduction
’ efforts in support of the motto

3 “DRR is everyone's business”.

THE ONLY WAY FORWARD TO REDUCING DISASTER The workshop program revolves
MORTALITY RATE AND ECONOMIC LOSSES IS TO ENHANCE around the following four themes:
COMMUNITY RESILIENCE BY COMBINING BOTTOM-UP
AND TOP-DOWN MULTI-SECTORAL APPROACHES

#®Enhancing Community Resilience

#®Expanding Preparedness for
Response

@ Innovation and Risk-Informed
Development

#®Mainstreaming DRR Within and

~Across Sectors - Focusing on \

~ Agriculture and Resilient - ‘
Livelihoods
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@ DEFINITION OF
COMMUNITY

A community is a group of
people who may or may not live
within the same area, village or
neighborhood, share a similar
culture, habits and resources.

Communities are groups of
people also exposed to the
same threats and risks such as
disease, political and economic
issues and natural disasters.

‘ COMMUNITY RESILIENCE

IN THE REGION

The sixth Asian Ministerial Confer-
ence on Disaster Risk Reduction
(AMCDRR) called on all govern-
ments of Asia and the Pacific to
promote:

@ The institutionalization of integrated
community resilience approaches
into local development planning;

@ Comprehensive school safety;

@ Disaster resilient villages to serve
as a strong basis for creating
community based disaster risk
reduction at the local level;

@ Inclusion and volunteer/community-
based networks;

@ The role of women as leaders in
local level resilience building, etc:

@ CHARACTERISTICS OF

A DISASTER RESILIENT
COMMUNITY

In identifying the key
‘Characteristics of a Disaster-
Resilient Community’, seminal
disaster risk reduction theorist
John Twigg highlighted five key
thematic areas:

1. Governance

2. Risk Assessment

3. Knowledge and Education

4. Risk Management and
Vulnerability

5. Disaster Preparedness and
Response

A RESILIENT COMMUNITY IS...

..knowledgeable, healthy and can meet its basic needs.
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...is socially cohesive
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...has economic opportunities
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...has well-maintained and accessible infrastructure and services
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RESILIENCE IN THE
SENDAI FRAMEWORK
FOR DISASTER RISK
REDUCTION

The Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR)
places a key focus on the role of
all relevant stakeholders as active
participants in disaster risk
reduction efforts. This emphasiz-
es the need for

community members to take
responsibility in improving their
knowledge, capacity and basic
skills in order to cope with local
hazard risks.

‘ SFDRR PRIORITIES AND

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE

PRIORITY 1 : Understanding
Disaster Risk: Highlights the
need to enhancing disaster risk
information and knowledge as
well as collaboration at the
community level.

PRIORITY 2 : Strengthening
disaster risk governance to
manage disaster risk: Emphasizes
the importance of assigning
clear roles to community
representatives within disaster
risk management institutions
and processes.

PRIORITY 3 : Investing in
disaster risk reduction for
resilience: stresses the need to
strengthen the protection of
livelihoods and productive
assets at the local level.

PRIORITY 4 : Enhancing
disaster preparedness for
effective response, and to “Build
Back Better” in recovery,
rehabilitation and reconstruction:
highlights participation of all
sectors and relevant community
stakeholders for effective
preparedness for response.

‘ INVESTING IN

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE

Community resilience demands
public and private-sector
investments that transcend short
or medium-term mitigation
programs and projects. It means
the local government places
value on investing in making
communities resilient to disas-
ters through integrating disaster
risk into local level development
planning and policy process.

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE
AND EXPERTISE

Community participation is an
important means of encouraging
the utilization of local and
traditional knowledge which can
be used to inform context
specific and cost effective

approaches for the reduction of
disaster risk at the local level.
This can be used to complement
scientific and technical
approaches.

’ URBAN RESILIENCE

Urban environments are highly

concentrated centers of popula-

tion and pose particular
challenges in view of exposure
and vulnerability of people,
assets and infrastructure to

hazards which can be exacerbat-

ed in cases where rapid and

unplanned urbanization occurs.

Interventions at the community
level are thus also an important
consideration for practitioners
engaged in urban locations
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‘ PUBLIC EDUCATION AND

RISK AWARENESS

Raising the awareness of
communities on hazard risks
they are likely to encounter in
their surrounding areas is a key
facet of disaster preparedness.
Harmonizing disaster risk
knowledge and information
among partners and identifying
effective ways of disseminating
is therefore a key consideration
for DRR practitioners.
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COMPREHENSIVE
SCHOOL SAFETY
FRAMEWORK

Schools are an important feature
of many communities around
which resilience building efforts
can be centered.
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RISK REDUCTION AND
RESILIENCE EDUCATION

COMMUNITY
ARRANGEMENTS FOR
EARLY WARNING

Early Warning Systems (EWS)
refer to provisions and
arrangements made to
disseminate timely and
meaningful warning information
which enable individuals,
communities and organizations
threatened by hazard risks to
respond in sufficient time to
reduce the possibility of harm
or loss.

COMMUNITY ASSETS
FOR DISASTER
PREPAREDNESS

A key part of building the
capacities of communities in
view of disaster resilience is the
provision of necessary resources
to adequately prepare community
members for disaster events.
This may entail structural assets,
non-structural assets or a
mixture of both.
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