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juished Delegates, Business Leaders, Ladies and Gentlemen,

om my side, a very warm welcome to all of you.

’s event wouldn’t have been possible without the engagement an
rt of a number of institutions. So let me start by expressing my sin
de to all the organizers and sponsors

Asian Development Bank

Government of Canada,

Asian Disaster Preparedness Center,

Global Disaster Preparedness Center,

Asia Foundation



is no doubt that Asia is the most disaster-prone region in the worl

| recent years the region had to bear the biggest share of human :
mic losses caused by disasters that can be very often directly link
warming and climate change.

1 as well as worldwide, governments and private businesses have
creasing losses and damages and are constantly challenged by r
Is. Increasing unknown risks can severely jeopardise the competi
yrprises’ and countries’ investment profiles.

arefore highly welcome a dialogue between the public and private
re expertise and experiences on how to properly assess risks anc
1 risk management into business models and practices.

blic and private sector stakeholders alike, it is of utmost importan

3"

P

t investments are risk-sensitive,
t infrastructure is resilient

| that risk governance systems are in place to secure sustainable
'elopment.

3ss resilience is the key to drive economic growth, to protect livelil
secure jobs, particularly in at-risk countries and cities.

1orning | would like to share with you some of our own experience

iny has been particularly affected by floods in recent years. The



ted damages in the affected Federal States amounted to 7 billion
Icluded, in particular, damages to private households, public infra:
ivate businesses as well as to agricultural, forestal and cultural fa
of the 16 German Federal States.

siness operations and supply chains have been disrupted.

lic infrastructures including major highways and parts of the Gerr
lway network were damaged causing logistical processes to fail. |
ployees were unable to commute and get to work.

» construction and tourism industry were among the most affectec
Jstries. Construction works were already falling behind due to a Ic
sh winter that year. Hotel and restaurant owners reported high

icellation rates and losses even in regions that had not been impz

floods or had already recovered.
theless, despite the magnitude of the disaster, private and public :

iny were not hit completely unprepared.

» contrary: A number of preparation measures initiated beforehan
laken after the floods hit the country, proved to be rather success

it of all, the Federal States coordinated their response efforts whic
Jssible to support the most affected areas across Federal State b

» brigades, police forces, and aid organisations worked closely wil
argency services of the Federal Government including the Federe
Civil Protection and Disaster Assistance (BBK), the Federal Agen
hnical Relief (THW). the Federal Police and Federal Armed Force



his point | would like to emphasise that the German civil protectio
tem owes its strength and effectiveness primarily to its 1,7 million
fessionally trained volunteers that are organised in voluntary fire t
organisations and the Federal Agency for Technical Relief (THW
nique asset of the German civil protection system.

\ddition to this coordinated approach, it also proved valuable that,
»wing the flood in 2002, politicians had worked out a bundle of ne
slation to improve flood prevention in Germany, which induced ct
he Federal Water Act, the Code of Building Law, the Law for the (
ather Service and the Regional Planning Act.

1 finally, it also helped in the aftermath of the flood of 2013 that Gi
vides a market-based natural hazard insurance system through p
lrance companies as a supplement to building or contents insurai
m 2002 to 2013 the Ministry of Interior in Germany recorded a sig
‘ease in this kind of insurance. Today, 32% of all buildings in Gerr
covered under this scheme. And this coverage certainly is one ke
ment in mitigating the financial consequences when it comes to d:
pite all precautions taken.

yods in Germany as well as in Thailand or the Great East Japan
uake in 2011 demonstrate to what extend also highly developed 1
nerging economies are at-risk.

we take a look at the nrivate sector in these countries. it looks like



, on the contrary, are generally less protected and often hit hardes
[ of disasters;

3y are particularly vulnerable and often unaware of the risk they ai
ng.

2y lack knowledge and have limited resources to reduce and trans
aster risks or prepare adequately as they usually have weaker fin:

Ictures and are heavily dependent on credit. So access to financir
lor challenge for their efforts in disaster preparedness.

3y tend to have a lower product width and fewer opportunities to d
0 expand the product range. As they are already small it is also i

cult for them to downsize in recovery.

Es that have been affected by a disaster often ceased their opers

» other hand SMEs are the backbone of many of our economies:

Es play a significant role in all economies and are the key genera

ployment and income.

2y account for 97% of all enterprises in the Asia Pacific region anc
r 80% of the employment.

Es are also the engine of the German economy. In 2013, Germar
arprises classified as SMEs accounted for 99.3% of the total num
arprises.

> to their small size SMEs are also able to adapt quickly. They de
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- if we aim to strengthen the disaster resilience of businesses, offe
driate solutions for SMEs will be most critical for achieving this.

‘ore SME resilience is one of the key elements of Germany’s Glot
ve on Disaster Risk Management (GIDRM), which is coordinated

litiative not only embeds the perspectives of all relevant ministries
ities in Germany, but also brings together a wide range of stakeh
eveloping, emerging and industrialised nations working in govern
mia, civil society and the private sector.

ides a forum for new and innovative ways of collaboration in disas
yement.

lis Initiative Germany does not only aim to contribute to the succe
nentation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction b
sitize public and private sectors to take risk-informed managemer
mnent decisions and to promote resilient, sustainable growth and s
rity.

lobal Initiative on Disaster Risk Management looks particularly int
the private sector.

the one hand, it is an exposed actor that might unknowingly contt
creation of new risks.

on the other hand. the orivate sector can also he a notential nion



with its strategy, the Global Initiative on Disaster Risk Manageme
d two undertakings in Asia to improve disaster risk management
then resilience of businesses:

| joint partnership with the Asian Development Bank and the Asial
aster Preparedness Center, the Global Initiative has closely coop:
1 national government agencies for the promotion of SMEs, as we
1 chambers of commerce and respective national stakeholders in

management in Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnan

develop specific solutions and technical support and to compile p:
slations and operational factors, surveys have been conducted in
jet countries.

he forefront is the establishment of ‘one-stop-solution’ centres by
pective government agencies and business associations that will
rovide disaster risk management related support needed by SME

2 Global Initiative also works together with the United Nations Offi
aster Risk Reduction and the Pacific Asia Travel Association to fc
r efforts particularly on the tourism sector in the Asia Pacific regic

» so called Hotel Resilient Initiative aims at supporting the manage
als and resorts in order to increase their understanding of disaste!
| impacts, to reduce their business risks and to improve the protec
r staff and guests.



'elop a risk management standard addressing natural and technol

ards.

:se standards help hotels and resorts to improve their disaster ris|
argency management capacities. Thereby, it also increases their
1petitiveness and provides them a marketing advantage.

nd is one of Germany’s most important partners in the Southeast:
. Itis in the interest of both our countries to boost further business
ration between our companies and drive economic development i

‘ore, we aim at making climate and disaster resilience a business
rengthening the resilience of society at large.

’s Asian Business Forum is an important step to emphasise the n
blic and private sector to work together to strengthen business re:
sonomic stability across regions and to highlight the integral role tl
» sector can and needs to play for a risk-informed, sustainable

pment.

1is in mind, | wish you all a fruitful discussion over the next two da
you very much for your attention.



