ECUADOR STATEMENT: DISASTER RISK REDUCTION PAN-OCEANIC COOPERATION.
Ecuador is a country rich in cultural and natural diversity, divided into four distinct geographic regions: the Pacific Coast region, the Sierra region formed by the Andes Range, the Amazonian region, and the Galapagos Islands.  
Different natural hazards affect the populations of each region. In the lowland valleys along the coast there is a high risk of disaster events associated with EL NINO, seasonal rain, and ocean tides events. In the Andean region, the main risks are volcanoes eruptions, landslides and flooding. In the Amazonian region, intense tropical storms cause flooding and landslides. The impact of these hazards is increased by the socio-economic vulnerability and limited human and institutional response capacity of Ecuador. Disasters events cause people to be displaced and result in lost economic productivity. In a complex feedback cycle, Ecuador’s vulnerability is exacerbated by the silent rural to urban migration that results in the growth of urban areas with poor land use planning, insufficient basic infrastructure, and municipalities with limited capacity to respond to natural hazards. At the regional level, a poor implementation of integrated watershed management has led to seasonal flooding, sedimentation of rivers, and decreased fertility of agricultural land. 
Every year, regular seasonal flooding causes significant economic losses; however, the impact of these flooding events is magnified by periodic El NINO events. In the 1982-1983 event caused 600 deaths and $650 million US dollars in losses; the 1992-1993 event caused 22 deaths with 205,000 people affected and $20 million USD dollars in losses. The 1997-1998 El Nino event, the worst in the last 50 years, impacted 30,000 people and caused $4 billion US dollars in losses. This history of annual flooding exacerbated by periodic El Nino disasters has compelled the Ecuadorian government to learn how to better prepare, prevent, and respond to natural disasters. 

Thus, over the last 20 years, Ecuador’s capacity to manage risk and disaster events has improved greatly. We have developed a structured system for disaster response among government institutions, NGOs, communities, and international partners. The Ecuadorian government has increased its knowledge of risk sources, and it has incorporated new risk standards for infrastructure. Significantly, since 2008 the national constitution has included risk management as a responsibility of Government of Ecuador.  Risk management is defined as actions to protect people, communities, and natural systems from the negative impacts leaded by hazards from natural and anthropogenic origin. With this purpose it was created the National Secretary of Risk Management which has three main components in their agenda: Education and training, Technical solutions, and inter sector and inter institutional coordination. Their implementation begins with communities, to municipalities, to provinces, and finally to national level. Therefore, the legal framework for Risk management in Ecuador offers great opportunities to create synergies for interventions at different sectors and for inter-institutional and international collaboration. 

The Symposium on Pan-oceanic Cooperation for Disaster Risk Reduction offers a unique opportunity for sharing the lessons learned from Latin American and Caribbean countries and the Asian region, both in common recurrent disasters and new health risks are critical for capacity development. From those lessons, we can engage in collaboration to strengthen the capacity to educate and train different stakeholders, the capacity to monitor and understand risks hazards, the capacity to effectively legislate risk management, and the capacity to introduce risk mitigation strategies to infrastructure development plans. Ecuador is keenly interested in developing this regional cooperation in the areas of disaster preparedness and response, pandemic preparedness, early warning systems, and climate change adaption.    
