Argentina country statement

“FEALAC Symposium on Pan-Oceanic Cooperation for Disaster Risk Reduction”
 (Thailand, November 9-12, 2009)
After the Tsunami in South East Asia it became clear to everyone that the number and severity of hazards are rising, and that vulnerability to these hazards is increasing. It became clear also that emphasis on response must be supplemented with prevention and mitigation. 

The Hyogo Framework for Action summons to strengthen the preparation for disasters giving participation to the community and its organizations in developing prevention and response tools. Argentina shares this point of view and has already started the elaboration of its National Platform taking into account the three strategic goals of Hyogo:  integration of disaster risk reduction into sustainable development policies; building resilience to hazards; and incorporation of risk reduction approaches into emergency preparedness, response and recovery programmes. 

Argentina is also fully aware of the lessons learned in the field of Disaster Risk Reduction, as summarized by OCHA: 

i.
The impact of natural disasters can be reduced if risk reduction becomes a standard feature of preparedness and response.

ii.
The need to support local capacity by integrating civil society in every level of planning, prevention and response; articulating the strengths and experiences of local organizations; generating local models of assistance; organizing local volunteer corps and social networks; and articulating local models with international and regional organisms and initiatives.

iii.
The urgency to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. 

iv.
The need to ensure environmental sustainability and adaptation to climate change.

v. The importance of global coordination and regional collaboration.

vi. The relevance of promoting gender equality and empowering women.

One of the tools that our country has to reduce disaster risks is the White Helmets Initiative (WHI). This humanitarian assistance initiative has been recognized by the UN and the OAS.  Its goals are: eradication of hunger; poverty reduction; and assistance in disaster situations, in mitigation as well as prevention. Its distinctive character is the intensive use of local volunteers, and the relevance given to a comprehensive management as the best strategy to mitigate poverty and eliminate hunger and undernourishment, which are some of the main vulnerabilities of any population facing an emergency.

This solidarity model has been effective to increase the resilience of communities affected by a disaster. The leading role given to the participation of local population to obtain risk reduction and damage repair, altogether with a methodic approach that enhances the cooperation between public and private sectors were crucial to reduce the vulnerability of the less favored sectors of society. The collected experience has shown, also, that promoting the use of local volunteers by the affected population --along with technological development--has an important effect to improve early alert systems and to reduce environmental degradation.

Argentina has shared this model with the international community and its working scheme has been replicated in several Latin-American countries, where there are already 16 Focal Points of the WHI. The model has also been adopted in other regions of the world. Within the United Nations system, the White Helmets Initiative keeps a close working relationship with OCHA, UNV, WFP, FAO, and PAHO/WHO. Within the regional framework, we have a leading role in the OAS Regional Network of Humanitarian Volunteering, and we participate in the Inter American Network for Disaster Mitigation.
