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OPEN FORUM
Psychosocial Response to Disasters with Focus on Children in Asia
Organized by 

Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC)

In collaboration 

Children and War Foundation and Norwegian Geotechnical Institute (NGI) 

Sponsored by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

26 January 2010, 9:30 am - 4:00 pm
Imperial Queen’s Park Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand

Suggested Topics/Questions for Discussion:
· What are the key needs of children after disasters / war / natural disaster / how do different disasters (natural / man-made) lead to different traumas?
· What techniques are shown to be successful? In what ways can children be encouraged to share their experiences / tell their stories through creative expression or aurally?

· Who should coordinate Psychosocial support (Public Health Ministries, NGOs, Academic institutions, Clinics…)   
· What are the particular needs of Asian children in particular and how do they differ from children in Europe or Americas for instance?
· How to set international standards in psychosocial care of children in disasters?
· How to help raise a child to be healthy, peaceful and happy when they have experienced trauma?
· What are the specific needs of refugee children, or children whose communities are destroyed?
· How is it possible to give good support to children who experience multiple or regular trauma, displacement, natural disaster and / or war in Asia?
· What are the logistical and practical problems in offering psychosocial support in communities in Asia?
· How is it possible to integrate psychosocial support into community disaster preparedness?
· How are specific traumas such as the tragedy in Haiti, different in their effects on children to the Tsunami disaster, e.g?
· How is it possible to encourage children to speak out, when communities or cultures may enforce silence and not allow them to articulate their experiences?
· How can specific cultural and spiritual contexts be part of helping children heal?
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