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20 years of commitment to safer communities and sustainable
development through disaster risk reduction

The Asion Disaster Preparedness Center celebrating
its 20 year anniversary in 2006 hos been a pioneer
in some of the signilicant changes in paradigm,
concepls, und practices, paving the way to recuction
of tha impucts of natural disasters. ADPC responded
dynamically to the poradigm shift in disaster
management, readily and actively adjusling its
npurnliuuu| strengths o address the evalving
developments in disoster risk management by
structuring its technical focus on the following disaster

risk management themalic areas:

Climale Risk Monagement works to reduce societol
and physical vulnerabilifies of communities to climate
risks through the opplication of weather and chimate
forecast information at all time scales. Activities
include the development of instilutional mechanisms
and capeacity building of partner institulions to
generofe, inferpret, franslofe and communicale
climate forecast information with sulficient lead time
to enahla communities and governments 1o anticipate
and manage risks instead of responding te recurting

disasters,

Community-based Disaster Risk Management works
to identify national, provincial ond community
disaster risk management nesds, providing strategic
advice and developing sirategic solutions 1o build
national, previncial ond community capacities,
daveloping community-bosed  disaster
management processes, designing ond delivering
multi-level/multi-focus training.

i
Fisx

Disaster Management Syslems works fo sirangthen
and build the capacities of national, previncial and
local disoster manogement systems, and promoling
regional cooperation by supporting end enhancing
the elfectiveness of existing mechonisms.

Public Heulth in Emergencies works to develop
capacities health outcomes of
communities af risk. A ronge of copoaty building
and fraining programs have been developed ond
implementad with parlners fo address continuing and

far managing
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emerging challengas in  health  emergency
management ol regmnﬂl, national, sub-national and
community levels, such camplex emergencies,
epidemic and pandemic preporedness, nutrition in
disasters, psychological support, hospital emergency

pi-:‘mﬂrng l."IH('] gmergency I'I"IEI:I!CI'_'Il LErVICRS,

Urban Disaster Risk Monagement aims at reducing
human, social and sconomic losses in citins rasulting
from disasters by building slakeholders capacity,
facilitating structural and nan structural inleeventions,
and thraugh affective emergency respense planning

‘r'JI CLESS.

Ratianal End-to-End Multi-hazard Early Warning
System |EWS) program bridgas tha technological
and societal campanents of warning and integrates
eur|y warning with preparedness,  prevention,
mitigation, and response within @ multi- hazard
framewark The pragram aims to establish ragianal
copacities for  tsunami pradiction and watch
provision, as well as research support in severe
weather faracasting; strenglhen national capacities in
early warning, disaster maonagement planning,
warning response, and laical risk raduction; facilitate
axchange of information, bast practices, and lessons
learned. and undertake research in all aspects of the
end-to-end waorning system

Education and owareness through community
copacity development is one of ADPCs core
competence Thasa have been demonstrated through
its project implamanted in collaboration with local
authorities. Sema af the examples are listed below

Under tha Asicn Urban Disaster Mitigation Program
[ALDMP], awareness on urban hazards has been
demansirated in several countries such as; Tongi and
Gaibanda Municipalities in Bangladesh, Vientiane
City in lao PDR, Ratnupura and Nawalpitia
Municipalities in 5r Llonka, Hotyal province in
Thailand and in Cambadia

Pionesring wark on davaloping communily based sk
communication strategies in Las PDR, Cambadia and



Vietnain wae implemented under the Disaster
Reduction Program for Combedia, Lao and Vielnam
[DRPCIV) project in 2002 Substanfive work hos also
been dane an community level action plonning and
risk communication under o spensarship from Asian
Developmenl Bank in Uttarronchal and Uttar Pardesh
states in India and in Cambodio ond Vietnam undar
"Copacity Building for [lood Preparadness Planning
in the Lower Mekong Bosin using Flood Information
Pradurts” project with the Mekong River Commission

{MRC).

the Flaod Fmargency Monagemant Strengthening
under Component 4 of the MRC s Flood Management
and Mifigation Program works on competence of civil
cutheritias ol various lewals, amargency monogers
and communitias in flood preparedness and
mitigalion for Emergency management systams in fhe
Riparion countrics more affectively dealing with
Mekeong floods in the 4 Mf‘,‘l{ﬂl“lg counlries of
Cambodia, Vietnam, Lao PDR and Thailand, in close
collaboration with Mekeng River Commission [MRC),
with funding suppor! from GT7 (Federol Government
ol Germany)

Capacily Building fer Planning ond Implementation
of Flood Preparedness Progroms al Provincial and
Lhistrict levels in the Lower Mekong Basin (Phase ]
works on enhancing copacity for underlaking
planning and implementation of Hood preparedness
pragrams al the provincial ond district level in
sclected provinces of the Lower Mekong Bosin,

funded under the Fourth DIPECHO Action Plon for

South Eost Asig

Community Self Reliance and Floed Risk Reduction e
designed to assist the Government of Cambodia,
hen-government organizations (NGOg) and local
leaders become befter prepared for extreme flood
avents, and to build capacity at the community-level
tor fload disaster prevention and mifigation. The key
oulcome will be the adopiion of
participalory flood risk manogemenl principles by

improved

villeige development councils and targeted vulnerable
communifies in the provinces of Takes, Svay Rieng,
Prey Veng ond Kandal.

Community based disaster risk monagement ¢ a
specific focus under the Partnerships for Disaster
Reduction in Seutheast Asio [PDRSEA|, o project
haing implemented in seven Southeast Asian

b

countries since 2001 with fingncial support from
DIPFCHO. The program hos fecused on developing

technical capacity of prafessionals through designing
and conducting various training courses, fucilibeting
sharing of experiences, across countries anel
organizahons rhrntrgh nuws|uH¢r5, walisitas and
email list sarves. The program has provided support
i national netwarks and lad affarts lowards regional
networking. Proctical tools for proctitionars have
been developed to support community uchion; e.g.
the CBORM Field Practiianers Hondbook. Recently
lhe focus of program has been on Institutionalizing
Community Based Disaster Risk Management in the
governmenl policy, planning an implementation, In
lhis regard the pragram is working closely with the
ASFAN Committee on Disastar  Maonagement
[ACDM) and MNational Disaster Management Offices
(NDMOis)  and  practitioners, Regional  level
workshops were held with the ACDM and CBORM
praclitioners. In the next phase the program is gaing
o tocus more on the r|.r:_|r|c:u|1u|, iub~ncl’riﬁn{:| ane |u:_'{:||
lavals in helping the governmenl departments
develop strategies and action plans to suppert

community achion

ADPC's Cammunity Based Disaster Risk Management
Course [CBDRM) emphasize an following ospects.

e Institutionalization of the community based
disaster risk management in the policy, planning
and implamentation of the government ministries
and departments and the that of the doners in

target counlnes;

Implamentation of innovetive pragrams to exp|m':—‘_!
new dimansions in the CBORM practice;

Developrent of framaworks and tools to support
the wark of decision-makers and practitioners,

Dﬂvei!c:-pmem of databases and erblianons i)
map tha CEDREM prachices in various regions;

Development af new training tools to enhance the
copacity of practifioners;
Davalopment of new training toals to enhonce the

capicity of prachificners,

Continued support lo the ACDM and othar
regional entities for promoting CBDRM practices.



