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WOMEN'S DAY GENDERCONCERNSIN EMERGENCIES, CHILD CARE

Call to give women b
role in disaster respo

Getting victims back
on road to recovery

ANJIRA ASSAVANONDA

Muarking Internationol Women's Day ves
terday, the Asian Disaster Preparedicss
Centre (ADPC) called on the global come-
munity to support the inegration of gender
CUNCErnE inle clergency response and
disaster management,

"There are  advantages — and
disadvantages in being the gentle sex,
bt overall, womenare playing significant
rolesin emergency situations, " said Suvit
Yodmani, ADPC executive director,

He said that when disasters occur, wo
men tend 1o be more responsible inlooking
after their families and raking care of the
children,

Under the theme “Emergencies and
the Srrength of Women," ADPC and the
United Nations Development Fund for
Women [Inifem) honoured  Senator
Prareep Ungeongtham Hata from the
Duang Prateep Foundation and World
Vision Foundation of Thailand for con-
tributing to disaster management in the
region, particularhy with regards o gender
concerns in disasters.

Ms Prateep and her team have helped
victims of the Dec 26 tsunami, particulary
womel and children, to come to terms
with the disaster. Her activities invelved
art therapy, scholarships for tsunami-
affected children and income-generating
programines for women,

The World Vision Foundation of Thai-
land also came up with emergency relief,
short-term rehabilitation and long-term
development projects (o empower women
atfected by the tsunami,

The foundation programmes inchded
prants for femalc-licaded houscholds,
training for fermale youth peer educitors,
skills and vocational training for Muslim
and sca-gypsy girls, as well as promotion
of female participation in community
based disaster management.

lean D'Cuntha, reglonal programme oi-
resctor of Uhnifem East and Southeast Asia,
salelwormen tend o be more murginaliscd

Ahourt 3,000 Muslim wormnen in Sal Buri districtiof Pattani province march in the district town to mark interma

by disaster. The: vulnerability to which
women ancexposed can be greaterbecause
of embedded culiural viloes that restrict
their roles, he said

This Is teflected in the unegual work
burden amd Fmited Beiliies for education
and employment

Thanpuying Sumalee Chatikavani),
presulent of Thai Women Watch, said it
t& important to empower warmen jo the
decislon-making process

“Evoervwhere when there are disasters,
wirrnen in fmbies, i public administra
tion, can help minimise the demage,”
shicsaid,

People involved inaceidents oremerg-
encies should be piven moral suppon at
the community and nationak level, How
ever, these essentinl works would not be
well-orpanised withour women.

She told of hey experdence when her
organisation luundhed @ school project
in a fishing willage in Ranong which was
devastated by the tsunaml

“Howevel, since all members of the
secheral hosed are toen, they gove Tess -
portance to the school project hin Lo
Income-generating  activities, Now: 14
monihis have gone and there ave only 0
few peaple interested in boildiog the



