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B21m to beef
up wave alert

Warning systems will
be ready by early-2006
ANJIRA ASSAVANONDA |

The United Maticns Developiment Pro
pramme’s approval of the TSS500,000 (21
million baht) projecttoimpronve the surna-
tri caly-wanning systern will help Thailand
oy detect killer wiasees by early 2006,

The funds wers privided via the Asian
Disaster Preparedness Centre yesterday
to assist the Thai government in estah-
lishing hath the national and regional

earky warnmg BYSTAITIA.

- The project will begin with :rnLﬂllﬂhml
ol Lwo sea level gauge stations on the
west coast of Thailand, one at Koh Taphao
aft Phuker coast and the other at Ko Miang
in the Similan islarnds,

Suvil Yodmand, executive dtrn:'rmr af.

the ADPC, said the mulli-purpose coastal
""allﬁE'SW'lll momitor sea-level aciivily, wave

surges and climate change data. hie sla-

tions are to be connected via & satellits
link to a wider regional network of 18
stmilar ganges across the Indian Ooedrn
operated by e Global Sea-Level Ohserva-
ion SysTem.

© According to Mr Suvir, Tht: syslem will
privvide Thailand with a greater level of
accuracy in lerms of tsunumi detection

and evaluation. There will also be training -

for the people in charge of operaling and

maintaining e sea level stations.

The system will be completely oper-

ational by earhy-2006, he added,
Besides Lhe two gauge stations in Thai-
land, the ADPC also plans to install three

» more in Burma, Viemam and the Philip-

‘pines Lo create an effective regional net--

work for tsunaimi waming systems,

If 2 tsunami is detected, the regional
centre will inflorm and provide advisory
to the national disuster centre. The decision |
o issue A warning will then dﬂpen[l on |
the national centre. '

The sca level gauges, however, are dif
ferant from  the  datda buoy  systen
demanded by Prime Minister ‘Thaksin
shinawatra early this weels after a false |
alarm oo Sunday night following the earth-
quake at the Nicobar [slands in India,

M e suvir said the data huoys are immuch
moré expensive and must be insralled in
the deep acean.

“Thuse data buoys, as the prlme min
isrer said, are essential foradistant lsuna-
mi. Bur within & year, we also need the
tide gauges and seismic stations that are
up (o international standards. These
gauges are essential for a local tsunami,”
said Mr S,

He said the model E&tabilﬁh ed in Thai-
land will also serve other countries that
conld he affected by tsunwimis arowsd.
the Mekong region, including Burma, &
Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos.

In the next part of the project, the
ADPRC will work with the Departmient ol
Diisaster Prevention and Mitigation to build?
cornmunity-bascd disaster risk manage-
ment, community prepacedoess, as well
as search and rescue capabilities.

Joana Merlin-Scholtes, the UNDE rep-
resentative in Thailand, said the project
will invobve everyone from villagers Lo :
tambon leaders, government ministries
arwd international experts to create com-
prehensiveaction plans for future mJ.LulaI i
and man-made’ dizasters. ;

“Effective tsunami early ‘warning |
depends just as much, if ool more, on §
community involvement and AWHFETIESS
as it does on high tech solutions,”) gaid |
M5 Merlin-Scholtes, -«




