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Pledge to UN tsunami
warning fund honored

By Megan Cossey

Yesterday Thailand hecame the
first conntry to donate to 4 United
Marons-administered reuse that aims
tu establish 4 regional tsunami alarm
system. Foreiun Minister Earicathi
Suphamougkhon yesterday delivered
on the governments nine-month-old
promise to provide LISE10 million in
seed meney,

The waic for the money was rid-
dled with bureancratie negoriarions
herween the governmenc and the UN
Economic and Social Commission feir
Asia and the Pacific, As the U-or-
ganized program was delayed, varions
repional guvernments and disasrer
experts worked behind the scenes to
have 2 warning system up and run-
ning by che ane-year anniversary of
last Trecember’s tsunami,

One ol chese began lase Apeil,
when the Thailand-based Asian [i-
saster Preparedness Center (ADPC)
starced  guietly approaching govern-
ments and donor agencn.b for meney
o itsrall tsunami warning devices in
the lndian Ovean and erain che people
needed ro effectively tun the systen,

A grant fram a differenc UN agrency,
the Unired Mations Development
Program, cuabled the center o pue-
chase and install oo sacellice-linked
tidal level gauges along ‘Thailand’s
Andaman coasr, said Suvir Yodmani,
ADPCs executive directorn |

Those two ganges, which cost
575,000 each, will be operational with-
in a month, he said, Floweser, their
proximity to Thailland’s shores limirs
their effectiveness becuuse people will
not have uLungh Cime: foy evacilaee 1‘:}"
the time the ganges detect a tunami,

ADPC and Thaifand’s own Ma-
tional Disaster Warning Center had
heped to install tidal level gauges ac
crucial points along Indiss Nicobar
aied Andaman islands bur, according
o Kantarhi, Tnclia bias yer to respond
to Thailand’s request.

ADDPC asked the government of
Wlyanmar to install the gauges in irs
waters; permission was granced earlier
this month, This should give Thailand
at lewst an hious warning in the event
of anorher large tsunami.

Sweden, Denmacle and the Unired
Eingdom haveall signed on as donors

to the ADPC project.




