6 June 2008

Natural Disaster Updates:
7 June, Algeria: An earthquake measuring 5.5 on the Richter scale hit the region of Oran 430 kilometers west of Algiers late Friday, injuring 11 people, public radio reported.
7 June, Indonesia: An earthquake measuring 6.0 on the Richter scale hit the Banda Sea at 1349 GMT Friday, according to a bulletin released by the Hong Kong Observatory. The epicenter was initially determined to be 7.4 degrees south latitude and 127.9 degrees east longitude, about 410 km south of Ambon, Indonesia.
7 June, Philippines: One person drowned while 169 families were evacuated after a river overflowed in Bansalan town, Davao del Sur province, causing flash floods, the National Disaster Coordinating Council (NDCC) said. Heavy rains caused the Miral river to overflow and flood sitio (sub-village) Bugac and Poblacion 2 village, the NDCC said in a report on Friday. 
8 June, Greece: At least one person has reportedly been killed as an earthquake rocked southern Greece, collapsing buildings and causing panic. Several injuries were reported from falling roofs as the tremor - which had an epicentre 200 kilometres (124 miles) west of Athens - struck near Patras. The quake had a magnitude of 6.5, the Athens Geodynamic Institute said, and could be felt in the capital. Greece is one of Europe's most earthquake-prone countries. More at: www.iaem-europa.eu
8 June, USA: Two people are dead and one is reported missing after torrential downpour caused major flooding in parts of Indiana. Some areas saw 11 inches of rain Saturday; others reported eight to 10 inches. Flood water caused multiple road closings, evacuations, and The Indi channel said that part of Interstate 70 collapsed.
Visit http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/25020185 for video & related photographs

8 June, Russia: An emergency was declared in the Sovetsko-Gavansky district of the Khabarovsk territory due to a fire spreading in the forest three kilometers away from Gatka. The fire is creeping to a military unit, on the premises of which ammunition is stored, a source in the territorial Emergencies Ministry told Itar-Tass on Saturday. The fire area has already reached 1,100 hectares. More at: www.iaem-europa.eu
8 June, China: People walk in a flooded street after torrential rain in Hong Kong, south China. Rare torrential rains blackened the sky and lashed Hong Kong Saturday morning, forcing the closure of schools and hospitals, submerging vehicles and widely disrupting traffic in the city. The Hong Kong Observatory issued the highest black rainstorm warning signal on Saturday.
Hong Kong health workers slaughtered 2,700 poultry in a market Saturday after chickens were found to be carrying the dangerous H5N1 bird flu virus, officials said. The slaughter may be extended to all live poultry in the territory if the virus is detected in any other locations, Secretary for Food and Health York Chow said.
Conferences 
Bonn Climate Change Talks 2008, 2-13 June 2008
Twenty-eighth sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies, Bonn, Germany
The twenty-eighth sessions of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) and the Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is taking place from 4-13 June 2008.

The second session of the Ad hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative Action under the Convention (AWG-LCA 2) and the second part of the fifth session of the Ad hoc Working Group on Further Commitments for Annex I Parties under the Kyoto Protocol (AWG-KP 5 ) is taking place from 2-12 June 2008. 
More: http://unfccc.int/meetings/sb28/items/4328.php
Energy Security and Climate Change: Issues, Strategies and Options Conference, 6-8 August 2008, Bangkok, Thailand 
More: http://www.serd.ait.ac.th/escc
Information Resources: 

Global Consultations: Towards a Strategic Framework on Climate Change and Development for the World Bank Group
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/TOPICS/ENVIRONMENT/EXTCC/0,,contentMDK:21713588~menuPK:4849391~pagePK:210058~piPK:210062~theSitePK:407864,00.html

WTO Director-General warns against "spaghetti bowl" of unilateral policies 

The climate change problem, Mr Lamy told committee members, "will not be changed by one player." Unilateral steps "would only divert trade patterns", without making a "significant change" on a global scale. "I would caution against a spaghetti bowl of measures that achieve neither trade nor environmental goals", he said, adding that "a consensual international accord on climate change, one that embraces all major emitters" is, from the WTO perspective, the optimal outcome".  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/064-29944-150-05-22-911-20080526IPR29942-29-05-2008-2008-false/default_en.htm
Map: Global map of food security (interactive map)
Maplecroft's global map of food security profiles the risk from lack of universal access to basic food staples in 162 countries. The interactive map is based on Maplecroft's Food Security Index (FSI), which provides a quantitative assessment of the availability, stability and access to food supplies... 
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/satelliteimages/121214551925.htm
OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2008-2017
The fourteenth edition of the Agricultural Outlook has been prepared jointly by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).

This edition covers the outlook for commodity markets during the 2008 to 2017 period, and brings together the commodity, policy and country expertise of both Organisations. The report analyses world market trends for the main agricultural products, as well as biofuels. It provides an assessment of agricultural market prospects for production, consumption, trade, stocks and prices of the included commodities

http://www.agri-outlook.org/document/4/0,3343,en_36774715_36775671_40687748_1_1_1_1,00.html
Kill the mangroves, lose the city: Even as the Mumbai, India civic authorities scrambled to ban plastic and better drains are put in place, studies, tests and world-wide surveys proved that mangroves have always been the best possible defence against floods and tsunamis. And still, the wanton hacking away of mangroves continues.
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/News/News_By_Industry/ET_Cetera/Kill_the_mangroves_lose_the_city/articleshow/msid-3100483,curpg-2.cms
Impacts of seal level rise on Bangladesh: Sea level rise has various impacts on Bangladesh, a coastal country facing 710 km long coast to the Bay of Bengal. It already has affected Bangladesh by land erosion, salinity intrusion and loss in biodiversity. Its potential threats are coming even strongly in the future. Sea level rise will cause river bank erosion, salinity intrusion, flood, damage to infrastructures, crop failure, fisheries destruction, loss of biodiversity, etc. along this coast. Read on for various impacts of sea level rise on the different sectors such as agriculture, salt production, tourism etc in Bangladesh.
http://nation.ittefaq.com/issues/2008/06/05/news0515.htm
