6 June 2008

Natural Disaster Updates:
Indonesia: 4 June-Jakarta flooded by high tide 
Indonesian officials said Wednesday (June 4) that a high tide of over two meters (6.56 feet) flooded parts of the capital, Jakarta. Officials had prepared for the high tides with sand bags and other barriers following a warning by the World Bank last week that cyclical high tides and storm surge could inundate large parts of the city. The Bank had warned last week of a 1.2 meter (3.9 feet) tidal surge in some parts of Jakarta.  The high tide was the result of an astronomical cycle that occurs around every 18 years.  The high tide is expected to stay until June 7. The city is often flooded in the rainy season and can be inundated by high tides in areas near the coast and in low-lying districts.  Environmentalists say the city is sinking because of excessive mining of ground water and rising sea levels due to climate change. Flooding in the city is often blamed on garbage-clogged drains and rivers, overdevelopment and the deforestation of hills south of the city. Some experts say flooding is also caused by reclamation of swamp areas. Jakarta is home to some 10 million people.  

Kenya: More than 150 houses destroyed by landslide 
The landslide at Timboiywo village in Kabarnet Division, Baringo Central constituency caused a huge crack; almost three-and-a-half-kilometres; across the village and also destroyed part of Timboiywo trading centre. More than 750 households in Ngetmoi Location have moved out of the area. Baringo district mines and geological officer, John Kipseba attributed the situation to faulting in the Great Rift Valley. According to residents, the problem occurred first in 1987 and in 1997 again after the El Nino rains.

Sweden: Northern Sweden raged by fierce forest fires 
A total of 100 firemen backed by seven helicopters are still battling the larger of two blazes, now raging for nearly a week and covering an area of about 1,000 hectares some 350 kilometres north of Stockholm. The second blaze, covering an area of about 100 hectares, was completely under control. The whole area was very dry and the risk of more fires remains acute.

Relief & Reconstruction Updates:
Myanmar: 4 June- Lack of helicopters complicates cyclone relief 
The UN's World Food Program (WFP) says Myanmar's (Burma's) reluctance to allow foreign military helicopters to assist in disaster response has delayed and dramatically raised the cost of relief operations for the 2.4 million people severely affected by Tropical Cyclone Nargis. According to Reuters, the WFP says it may be present in the hard-hit Irrawaddy Delta for up to a year. Nearly five weeks after the disaster, Myanmar is allowing 10 WFP helicopters to enter the country. While one is already operating in the delta, the remaining nine are expected to arrive in the main city, Yangon (Rangoon), by Friday (June 6). Myanmar has only seven functioning helicopters of its own, but it is typical in disaster situations for countries to allow foreign military aircraft to assist in the response, the Associated Press (AP) reported. Four US Naval vessels that have been waiting offshore since May 13 would depart on Thursday (June 5) after failing to get the junta's approval to enter territorial waters. The four ships are carrying about 1,000 Marines, at least 14 helicopters, two landing-craft vessels, two amphibious hovercraft, water purification equipment and relief supplies. 

Myanmar: 5 June- Concerns over misuse of cyclone aid 
Leading human rights group Amnesty International (AI) issued a report Thursday (June 5) accusing Myanmar's military government of confiscating, diverting and misusing aid given for survivors of Tropical Cyclone Nargis. The junta had said several weeks ago that it would crack down on any reported misuse of cyclone aid. AI's report also accused the junta of forcing survivors to do menial labor in exchange for food assistance in some cases, as well as stepping up its campaign to evict the displaced from temporary settlement camps in many areas of the hard-hit Irrawaddy Delta, the AP reported. 
China, 5 June -Rain and aftershocks increase China quake lake risk 
China's Prime Minister Wen Jiabao said Thursday (June 5) that efforts to drain a newly formed "quake lake" were at a "critical moment" as rising waters threatened an estimated 1.3 million people downstream. The lake is the largest of nearly three dozen other quake lakes formed by landslides blocking rivers after the massive 8.0-magnitude earthquake rattled Wenchuan county, 57.2 miles (92 km) northwest of Chengdu, the capital of Sichuan on May 12. Troops working around the clock recently finished building a drainage canal from Tangjiashan, located some two miles (3.2 km) above the hard-hit town of Beichuan in Mianyang prefecture. According to Xinhua, nearly 250,000 people have been evacuated downstream from the quake lake, which is being fed by the Jiangjiang River. According to Agence France-Presse (AFP), complicating the problem was steady rain in Mianyang, which was expected to increase Friday (June 6) before slowing over the weekend, the state meteorological center said. Xinhua reported that officials are also concerned that aftershocks may also cause the waters to burst through the lake barriers. 
The predicted overtopping is prolonged due to seepage flow (about 10m3/s) and rainfall less than predicted. The failure may be more complicated due to 

- large seepage discharge,

- potential landslide in the upstream of the lake,

- frequent aftershocks

- forecasted rainfall

- instability of the dam body 

- lack of boulders/riprap in the channel bed

More: www.chinaview.cn
Related reading resources:

· Plan for quake 'warning system' 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/7435324.stm
Conferences 
Architecture Role on Disaster, 22 August 2008 organized by Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University, Bangkok 
For more information, please contact: Khun Tayagorn Charuchaimontri at 
chanwutch@hotmail.com
3rd Global Warming and Climate Change International Conference & Exposition (WGGWCC 08), 25-29 July 2008, Hyde Park Hotel, London
The meeting represents exchange of scientific data, governmental assessments, and public policies concerning global climate change, including global warming and extreme climate events. Attendees at the WGGWCC 08 Conference will be delegates from around the world, representing academic institutions, the corporate sector, non-governmental organizations, and national, state and local governments. Private and Public participation is encouraged. More information:  conference@wggwcc.com
Information Resources:
Live chat: The EIIP Virtual Forum, 11 June 2008 -- 12:00 Noon Eastern time 
The EIIP will host a presentation and interactive Q&A session on 11 June 2008, beginning at 12:00 Noon Eastern time (please convert to your local time). Topic will be the hydrology programs of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and the National Weather Service (NWS), in relation to flooding hazards. Real-time stream-flow data is an essential tool for state and local decision making. Understanding the science will help you to make the most of it. Guest is Brian E. McCallum, Assistant Director of Hydrologic Monitoring for the USGS Georgia Water Science Center located in Atlanta and Kent Frantz, Senior Service Hydrologist, Atlanta (Peachtree City) WFO to represent the NWS perspective. 

More: www.emforum.org
Road to Ready Internet radio show, 13 June, 12:00 Noon Pacific, 3:00 Eastern Time This educational opportunity is provided by the Emergency Information Infrastructure Partnership (EIIP).  This show will introduce the listeners to Dr. Eric Frost, from San Diego State University.  He is well known for his groundbreaking work in emergency management technologies and communications, and also his leadership in preparing professionals to aid in the fight against terrorism through his Master’s Program at San Diego State University.

Topic: Finding Shelter after Disaster Strikes. More: www.ricktobin.com/roadtoready/
Project: Hospitals Safe from Disasters, Project and Web Site, Pan-American
Health Organization/World Health Organization http://www.safehospitals.info/
