Natural Disaster Updates:
1 July 2008

27 Jun 2008

India: Strong earthquake hits India's Andaman Islands: New Delhi (AP)-A 6.7-magnitude earthquake struck off India's Andaman Islands on Friday, but there were no immediate reports of damage or injuries, officials and police said. The quake, which was centered some 75 miles southwest of the Andaman capital, Port Blair, caused panic among residents but no damage or injuries, said Ranjit Narayan, the director general of police in the Andamans. The Indian Meteorological Department said the quake, which they described as moderate, struck at 5:40 p.m. at a depth of 6 miles. 
http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5hVY99KndpIWQNQ7aXeSSHzF4iUMwD91IF7S00
Indian Ocean: Powerful earthquake in Indian Ocean, no tsunami threat: Port Blair (AFP) — A powerful 6.3-magnitude earthquake struck off India's Andaman islands in the Indian Ocean on Saturday, the US Geological Survey said. The epicentre of the quake was 140 kilometres (90 miles) southwest of Port Blair, the capital of the islands. It struck at a depth of 35 kilometres, the USGS said. The Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre did not issue an alert for the quake, which followed one with a 6.6 magnitude in the same region on Friday. "There is no immediate report of damage or destruction," Chhering Targay, the archipelago's civilian administrator, told AFP. "But the quake today (Saturday) was much milder than yesterday."

http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5j3fkIjlXZ-7YscDdHhzjK2Z9pfoQ
Philippines-Typhoon Fengshen death toll rises to 224 
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MANILA, 23 June 2008 (IRIN) - Typhoon Fengshen moved out of the Philippines on 23 June towards China, leaving at least 224 dead, hundreds missing and thousands homeless, according to the Philippine National Red Cross and Office of Civil Defence. Heavy rains and winds of up to 195km an hour caused landslides, flash floods and storm surges. 

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/IRIN/a5a8cce4c5c802099e1907760f35b4a5.htm
Avian Influenza Reporting:
Egypt: Egypt's Media Campaign and Vaccination Drive help drop Bird Flu and infection rates down by 40 percent since early 2008. This BBS News article discusses the work being done to reduce the occurrence of avian influenza in Egypt. http://www.comminit.com/en/node/269942/393
Indonesia: Indonesia's Bird Flu policy angers families
According to this article, the Health Ministry of Indonesia has stopped publicizing bird flu fatalities as part of a campaign to shift media focus to successes in battling the disease. 
http://www.comminit.com/en/node/271411/293
Japan, China, S. Korea: Plan flu outbreak drill
The government has decided to conduct its first joint drill with China and South Korea, possibly in October, to prepare against the possibility of an outbreak of new strains of influenza, according to sources. Through the joint drill, the three countries hope to determine whether the sharing of information among them and their quarantine measures are satisfactory, using the results of the drill to establish new guidelines. 

The Japanese government also plans to conduct joint drills with domestic medical institutions and local governments and to determine if these entities nationwide are fully prepared for a possible outbreak.  http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/20080630TDY01305.htm
Uganda: World Bank gives sh17b to fight bird flu
The World Bank has given Uganda $10m (about sh17b) to finance a four-year project aimed at preventing bird flu (avian and human influenza). The money will be used to support efforts aimed at reducing the threat the disease poses to people and poultry and other diseases that can be transmitted from animals to humans. "While an Avian and Human Influenza outbreak has not yet occurred in Uganda, there is no doubt that the negative socio-economic impact of an outbreak would be enormous and devastating," said Kundhavi Kadiresan, the World Bank Uganda country manager.  http://www.newvision.co.ug/D/8/13/636264
Sri Lanka: USAID continues to help Sri Lanka prevent Avian Influenza 
Colombo: The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) handed over on June 24 in Kandy a second donation of key supplies to the Ministry of Livestock Development to help strengthen Sri Lanka's early warning and reaction capacity against Avian Influenza.
Since 2006, USAID Sri Lanka has worked with the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) to increase Avian Influenza preparedness activities across the island, in collaboration with the Department of Animal Production and Health. The program has strengthened Sri Lanka's early warning and early reaction capacity and provided critical preparedness materials to government and private sector stakeholders in the poultry industry. http://www.asiantribune.com/?q=node/11938
Pakistan: H5N1 virus resurfaces in Pakistan
A livestock official in Pakistan today confirmed that the H5N1 avian influenza virus has struck again in the country's North-West Frontier province, killing thousands of chickens at a commercial farm.  Kahn told AFP that the farm's owner notified authorities on Jun 20 about the suspicious deaths of about 4,000 birds. After a laboratory confirmed the H5N1 virus in samples from the birds the next day, authorities sealed the farm and destroyed about 2,000 birds, he said... http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/avianflu/news/jun2308avian-br.html

Indonesia: Bird Flu cases declining, but prevalence still seen high Internationally
Jakarta - It is a debatable question if we wish to see the progress made by Indonesia in eradicating the fatal bird flu virus (H5N1) in this largest archipelagic country. 
It depends on where we start in seeing the progress and performance of eradicating the bird flu virus. At national level, it is true the number of bird flu cases in this country has declined compared to last year's, but at international level, it is still high. 
http://www.antara.co.id/en/arc/2008/6/23/bird-flu-cases-declining-in-indonesia-but-prevalence-still-seen-high-internationally/

Global: World not fully prepared for flu pandemic: expert
KUALA LUMPUR - The world is far from being fully prepared for a flu pandemic, a leading U.S. infectious diseases expert said, warning there were big gaps in surveillance and basic knowledge. Experts have long warned that the H5N1 bird flu virus could trigger the next pandemic and kill millions of people if it becomes easily transmissible among humans.
http://www.reuters.com/article/healthNews/idUSL2135358820080621

Cambodia: FAO vigilant over re-occurrence of bird flu 
PHNOM PENH (Xinhua) - It is important for Cambodia to remain vigilant for possible re-occurrence of avian influenza, as Cambodia shares borders with Vietnam and Thailand where outbreaks of the pathogenic virus continued to occur, said a statement. 
The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Cambodian Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries in their joint statement said that they have been organizing public awareness and education activities to warn Cambodians of the danger avian influenza poses to their poultry and to their health. 
Village meetings in Svay Rieng, Takeo, Kampong Cham and Kampot provinces, all bordering Vietnam, have been conducted since April, drawing 4,000 people from 25 villages, it added. 
 http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-06/17/content_8386458.htm

Global: UN cites progress in combating Avian Flu
The UN official in charge of coordinating efforts to stop the spread of avian influenza says progress is being made. But David Nabarro says the threat continues. Nabarro says the global situation is improving due to increased vigilance. http://www.voanews.com/english/2008-06-17-voa84.cfm

Malawi: Readies for avian influenza attack 
Malawi government is tying loose ends in readiness for any possible attack of avian influenza, a senior government official has said.Secretary for Agriculture and Food Security, Dr. Andrew Daudi said avian influenza, though not yet in the country, remains a big threat to the country and government was preparing itself for any attack. Avian influenza was first reported in Asia in 2005 while Nigeria was the first African nation to record a case in poultry stocks in February 2006. http://www.nyasatimes.com/national/563.html
South Asia: To tackle bird flu 
South Asian countries have decided to work together to fight trans-boundary animal diseases and develop an early warning system to tackle bird Flu. Recent outbreaks of bird flu in West Bengal and Tripura have been blamed on Bangladesh, where the disease broke out earlier. After a two-day meeting here of chief veterinary officers from seven of the eight countries in the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SARRC)), the participants decided Tuesday to share "timely information" and go for "progressive harmonisation of veterinary service" in the region. The chief veterinary officers of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and India participated in the meeting. http://www.dailynews.lk/2008/06/11/news26.asp
Rehabilitation & Reconstruction update:

China: quake death toll rises to 69,195
http://www.chinaview.cn/index.htm, www.chinaview.cn
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-06/29/#
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-06/29/#
Special report: After Earthquake: http://www.chinaview.cn/08quake/>Reconstruction 
Information Resources: 
Documentary: The value of mitigation: Documentary explores the rising catastrophe of floods

The Water's Edge: Profits and policy behind the rising catastrophe of Floods is the first critical documentary to link the systemic failures behind the growing catastrophe of floods in this country. Through an amazing collection of flood footage and in-depth coverage of repetitive flood victims, The Water's Edge offers a well-researched and personalized critique of the cultural denials, financial incentives, and policy failures behind the growing natural disaster which causes the most death and damage in the U.S. and worldwide. 
The 55-minute film includes a clear and uncanny prediction of New Orleans' fate from renowned flood expert, Dr. Victor Baker, just five weeks before Katrina made landfall. And we see how (and why) wake up calls for such disasters are routinely missed with much worse events likely in the near future. The Water's Edge is the result of eight years of research by award-winning producer Marshall Frech, who is behind such projects as Flash Flood Alley and www.floodsafety.org. The Water's Edge was nominated for an Emmy from the Lone Star Chapter of the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences in 2007. The Water's Edge was created with funding support from the Public Entity Risk Institute (PERI). The Water's Edge: Profits and Policy Behind the Rising Catastrophe of Floods and can be purchased on DVD for $17 from the PERI Bookstore. For more information about the film, visit www.thewatersedge.tv.

TV Debate: Sri Lanka 2048 probes how healthy ecosystems can protect us from disasters 
Sri Lanka 2048 is an innovative series of TV debates exploring prospects for a sustainable future for Sri Lanka in the Twenty First Century. It involves -- as panel and studio audience – a cross section of Sri Lankans from academic, civil society, corporate and government backgrounds. Sri Lanka 2048 will explore these links and ask: How can we use Nature's free ecosystem services to safeguard lives, property and infrastructure from disasters? The one-hour debate, was shown on Sirasa TV at 10.45 pm on Thursday 26 June 2008, agrees on one point: healthy ecosystems are far more likely to look after human welfare; degraded and unhealthy don't have a chance.  For more information on Sri Lanka 2048 series, www.srilanka2048.com
Toll free 24X7 helpine: Disaster Helpline No 1077 for information and emergency by Delhi Disaster Management Authority (DDMA) Delhi, Govt of NCT of Delhi.  

Video: Monks fill aid gap for storm orphans 
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 Children who lost their parents when Cyclone Nargis hit Myanmar rely on monasteries for food and shelter. UNICEF says at least 2, 000 children have been orphaned or separated from their families by the huge storm that struck in May. Up to 134, 000 people were killed and 2.4 million left destitute but the ruling military has been reluctant to admit foreign aid organisations to help. http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/121421518175.htm
Video: Thousands flee China quake epicentre 
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China has evacuated more than 70,000 people near the epicentre of last month's devastating earthquake as aftershocks, landslides and floods continue to pound the region. The annual floods have come at a bad time for China as the country continues to struggle in the aftermath of the 7.9 magnitude quake, which killed more than 70,000 people in Sichuan province. Authorities across southern China are struggling to cope as the monsoon season intensifies. 

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/121395376044.htm
Newsletter: Global Risk Identification Programme (GRIP)’s newsletter at http://tinyurl.com/4vanox 
GRIP is the Official Thematic Platform for the implementation of the HFA’s Priority Action 2: Risk Assessment. GRIP’s work focuses in three main activities: a) Capacity building and support for risk assessment at all levels (global, regional, national, sub-national, community), b) Generation of basic risk information and baselines for Disaster Risk Reduction through, for example, the implementation of national risk assessments and the systematic analysis of past disasters, and c) Monitoring and reporting to identify actual progress (or lack of it) in disaster risk reduction and evaluate the effectiveness of existing Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) strategies.
Paper: key elements of a global deal on climate change
Nicholas Stern, of the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), proposes key elements of a global climate policy that seek to satisfy three basic principles: effectiveness, efficiency, and equity. Among the specific proposals outlined in this paper are calls for: developed countries, at the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) COP15 meetings in 2009, to commit to cutting emissions by 80-90% from 1990 levels by 2050 together with credible interim targets; developing countries to commit to enhanced energy efficiency policies, cheaper technologies and reduced deforestation, and by 2020 developing countries, subject to developed country performance, to take on appropriate and binding national targets; working towards an international cap-and-trade system; integrating forests into global carbon trading in the medium to long term; globally coordinated standards, coordinated public funding and targeted concessional finance to increase technology diffusion and adoption; and integrating adaptation assistance into development spending to deliver development goals in a climate-resilient manner. The paper also suggests undertaking further work in the following areas to take this programme forward: targets, the role of developing countries in mitigation and trade; international emissions trading-cap-and-trade; deforestation; technology; and adaptation.
http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/granthamInstitute/publications/Key%20Elements%20of%20a%20Global%20Deal%20-Final%20version%201300%2030-4.pdf
Publication: Climate change-induced water stress and its impacts on natural and managed ecosystems- Impacts of climate change include increasing water scarcity and flood risk, along with decline in water quality. This study explores which ecosystems will be most impacted and analyses how the effects of climate change act as causes of additional emissions, thereby reinforcing global warming in a positive feedback loop. The paper was prepared for the European Parliament by Ecologic jointly with the Institute for European Environmental Policies (IEEP) and the Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE). In the study, Ecologic contributed an assessment of potential changes in the water regime and their associated impact on land and soil resources. Furthermore, it provided insight into the interaction between deforestation, climate change and water availability. The analysis encompasses the complex ecological interconnections as well as a description of socio-economic drivers and consequences. The study [pdf, 1.1 MB, English] is available online and is a result of the project "Consultancy for the European Parliament's Environment Committee".
Survey: World Disaster Reduction Campaign 2008-2009, Hospitals  
Safe from Disasters, the UN/ISDR Secretariat and WHO are conducting a  
survey to map projects or activities designed to make health  
facilities, health systems and health workers safe from disasters.
If you or your organization is working on a project or initiative that  
contributes to this goal, or if you know of other organizations or  
experts working on these issues, please go to http://safehospitals.info/form_June08/questionnaire.htm
to complete a short survey before 1 September 2008. The UN/ISDR will  
compile and publish the results.
Study: Floods, droughts make mild diseases deadly 
Extreme floods and droughts brought on by climate change can turn normally harmless infections into significant threats, international researchers said. They said weather extremes can create conditions in which several fairly harmless diseases converge at once, creating a "one-two punch" that can devastate populations of wildlife or livestock. http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/N24383136.htm
Web Cast training: Campus Emergency Response and the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Community: Bridging the Communication Gap. PEPNet-South will host a *WebCast* for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Consumers, Disability Services Providers, Secondary and Postsecondary Professionals, Interpreters, Administrators, VR Counselors and others.
Objectives Include: 
· To explain the need to tailor emergency messages to suit individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or deaf, blind. 
· To discuss the CDC Emergency and Risk Communication Branch's response to the needs of individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or deaf, blind. 
· Rights and Responsibilities of both emergency responders and consumers. 
· Making your emergency campus plan accessible to individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or deaf, blind. 
To register http://www.pepnet.org/training/train080626/  
 
News:
AID: Deepening industry engagement in disaster risk reduction 

Building resilience to natural disasters: A framework for private sector engagement committed to improving the state of the world.
http://www.eldis.org/go/topics/resource-guides/aid&id=38015&type=Document
Sri Lanka: Tsunami survivors revive livelihoods with ILO support: The International Labour Organisation (ILO) and Belgian government have helped tsunami survivors in eastern Sri Lanka rebuild their lives through self-employment schemes, a senior official said. The ILO's CB-TREE (community-based training for economic empowerment) methodology has helped restore livelihoods and revival of the local economy of the Amparai district, said Mahinda Madihahewa, secretary to the Ministry of Labour Relations and Manpower. Altogether, the project has set up 92 enterprises involving 840 direct beneficiaries with around 2,500 dependents, he told a meeting Thursday. It also gave training to people in seven selected communities in the area. http://www.lankabusinessonline.com/fullstory.php?nid=1917767000
India: Think about our children: Unsafe schools are a reality. At repeated great cost, this has been seen many times in the last decade.  Despite the opportunity of using schools as safe facilities for public shelter following disasters, school buildings are an additional liability, and the worst place to concentrate our children. It is a wonder that there is growing national demand for clean air and safe water, but not for safer schools. A recent school safety audit conducted by the All India Disaster Mitigation Institute (AIDMI) team in 54 schools in six hazard-prone states of India revealed that school safety is not a high priority for either public or corporate officials. The audit method was developed by the AIDMI  team with schoolteachers, school administrators, parents and children, in coordination with the respective local government authorities and used a range of quantitative and qualitative methods to gather evidence on school resilience. The audit covered schools in a range of disaster-prone areas: flood-affected portions of Assam, Rajasthan and Maharashtra; earthquake-affected portions of Gujarat and Jammu and Kashmir; and tsunami-affected portions of Tamil Nadu. In each of these areas, the audit assessed the staff understanding of hazard safety, the structural safety and preparedness plans, and the impact of existing mitigation measures. http://www.livemint.com/2008/06/26225428/Think-about-our-children.html
Climate change fund needs major boost - UN official 

http://www.alertnet.org/db/an_art/19216/2008/05/24-170738-1.htm
Will corruption hurt Myanmar relief effort? 

http://www.alertnet.org/db/an_art/1264/2008/05/19-172226-1.htm
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