Natural Disaster Updates:
18 June 2008

Australia: The most severe drought for 100 years in Australia is getting worse.  Farmers warn that this winter's wheat crop could be even smaller than last year's if rain does not come soon. Most Australian grain is exported and empty outback grain silos have contributed to shortages and rising global prices. Australia is the third-biggest wheat exporter behind the U.S. and Canada.

China: Abnormal heat has been scorching in China's northernmost province of Heilongjiang as the country's southern provinces are facing continuous downpours. The provincial capital Harbin, known as the "Ice City", reported on Tuesday an unusually high temperature of 37.1 degrees Celsius, the second highest in the city's history. The average temperature in Harbin in summer is normally around 20 degrees Celsius, one of the lowest in the country. 
China: China's official Xinhua news agency reported that floods triggered by heavy rains have displaced a total of 1.66 million people in the country's hard-hit south. According to Xinhua, rains and floods left 63 people dead and 13 others missing across nine provinces in southern China since June 6.  The worst-hit areas are Guangdong, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, Hunan and Jiangxi. Zhejiang, Anhui, Hubei, Guizhou, and Yunnan have also been affected. The rains have so far destroyed 67,000 houses, damaged 2.52 million acres (1.02 million hectares) of crops and caused US$2.1 billion (14.45 billion yuan) worth of damages.  The evacuation includes up to 70,000 people from Wenchuan county.  

http://coe-dmha.org/apdr/index.cfm?action=process3&Sub_ID=44&news=24867&pubDate=06/18/2008
China: China reported a bird flu outbreak in ducks in the southern province of Guangdong, close to Hong Kong where poultry at all commercial markets was culled last week. The National Avian Influenza Reference Laboratory confirmed that the virus the birds contracted was a subtype of the H5N1 strain, Xinhua quoted the Ministry of Agriculture as saying. A total of 3,873 ducks died of the disease and a further 17,127 were culled as part of a contingency plan that the report said had effectively contained the outbreak. Large parts of densely populated Guangdong province, which provides much of Hong Kong's poultry, have also been battling floods triggered by downpours in the past week.
Cyprus: A huge forest fire raged in southwest Cyprus on Wednesday, threatening holiday homes on the parched island. The fire was being kept away from residential areas but at least three holiday homes were badly damaged. Helicopters from British military bases in Cyprus were assisting local firefighters and Greece was expected to send aircraft later on Wednesday. It was not immediately clear what caused the blaze, which started before dawn and quickly spread through the mountainous region between the coastal cities of Larnaca and Limassol. Cyprus is experiencing one of its worst droughts on record and plans to start importing water from Greece this month. 
India: Indian military responds to floods affecting millions in northeast 
As recently arrived monsoon rains continued to drench northeastern India Wednesday (June 18), the country's military was called in for rescue operations in several states where millions have been affected and hundreds of thousands left homeless by the floods. Although it is difficult to determine an accurate death count, at least 60 people have been killed across the states of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, West Bengal, Orissa and Jharkhand since the flooding began on Saturday (June 14). According to PTI, 53,000 people had been rescued from the flooding and about 40,000 were being sheltered in relief camps in the state. In neighboring Orissa state, about 1 million people were stranded by the heavy rains 
http://coe-dmha.org/apdr/index.cfm?action=process3&Sub_ID=99&news=24866&pubDate=06/18/2008
Greece: Greece was hit by an earthquake measuring 5.7 degrees on the Richter scale. There are no reports of any injures or material damage. The quake's epicenter was located 90 km south-east of Athens in the Argos area. 

Kenya: Thousands of people have been displaced in the Tana Delta District on the Kenyan coast following heavy rain over the past few days, according to a senior official with the provincial administration. "The floods have also submerged crops and the situation could get worse if the River Tana bursts its banks," District Commissioner Charles Monari said on 16 June. At least 2,000 families have been forced to abandon their homes and farms for higher ground to avoid being marooned by the flood waters, Monari said. The worst hit areas included Mnazini, Tarassa, Konamasa and Chara, with some 2,000 families affected in the latter two places. Overflowing pit latrines were posing a risk of waterborne diseases, he said. The floods have also hit road transport, stranding several trucks belonging to the Kenya Red Cross which were taking relief supplies to the affected families. Public transport from the district to parts of the neighbouring district of Lamu and North Eastern Province 
 had also been cut. The Ministry of Special Programmes has sent a team to the area to assess the situation.
Philippines: Six elementary school pupils were reported missing following a flashflood in a far-flung village in Manay, Davao Oriental. 
Panama, Costa Rica: An earthquake of 5.8 degrees on the Richter scale struck the south west zone of Panama, while an other seism was registered in Costa Rica. The quake occurred at 11:42 a.m. local time (1742 GMT) with the epicenter about 556 km from Panama City. The earthquake occurred in a depth of 10 km. Meanwhile, an earthquake of 5.3 degrees on the Richter scale has been reported in the South of Costa Rica, near the border with Panama. There are no reports of injured or damage at this stage.

USA: Illinois emergency authorities said a levee along the Mississippi River in far western Illinois burst Saturday and voluntary evacuations were under way in the small community of Keithsburg.

USA: Texas - A major storm moving through North Texas downed power lines and left 85,000 Dallas-Fort Worth area residents and businesses without power. The storm hit THE system hard with extremely high winds and heavy rain causing 101,000 outages system wide. Winds in excess of 70 miles per hour have been reported.
USA: Officials warily eyed the mighty Mississippi swollen by days of flooding as waterlogged Iowan towns began a massive clean-up with damage set to run into billions of dollars. With some 2,500 National Guard already deployed across the state trying to keep the floodwaters at bay. Iowa Governor Chet Culver warned the Mississippi would be the next battleground, as floodwaters from the state's Cedar, Iowa and Des Moines rivers poured into it. More: http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Fears_for_Mississippi_river_as_flood-hit_Iowa_cleans_up_999.html


Rehabilitation & Reconstruction update:

Myanmar:  UN seeks US$83 million to help Myanmar farmers 
In a report released Wednesday (June 18), the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said it will take US$83 million to help farmers in Myanmar's (Burma's) Irrawaddy Delta recover from Tropical Cyclone Nargis. After a three-week field assessment, the FAO determined that about 52,000 farming families will not be able to plant for November's main rice harvest unless they are given immediate assistance. However, the FAO said the potential rice lost from the farmer's plight would amount to just two percent of Myanmar's annual production, meaning that Nargis had far less effect on the agricultural sector in Myanmar than was expected. The FAO is seeking US$32 million in immediate relief for the families and delta land, and an additional US$51 million over a two-year period for rehabilitation, including help for the fishing industry, re-planting destroyed mangrove swamps and replacing about 120,000 farm animals that were killed in the May 2 storm, which affected an estimated 2.4 million people and left 134,000 dead or missing. 
More: 
· http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory?id=5190701 
· http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/EVOD-7FQH2J?OpenDocument 
· http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/AMMF-7FQD6Q?OpenDocument 
· http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900sid/EGUA-7FPMZX?OpenDocument 
Conferences:

IAEA meet to protect nuclear plants from earthquakes, 19-21 June 2008, Japan  
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) will hold an International workshop to examine how to best protect nuclear installations from strong earthquakes and minimise damage. The workshop will draw more than 50 international specialists. Kashiwazaki, the site of the world's largest nuclear plant, was rocked by a 6.8-scale earthquake on16 July 2007. 

ICORG 2008, 27-29 June, Hyderabad

The International Conference on Remote Sensing and GIS/GPS (ICORG) 2008 Workshop on Weather Modification and Symposium on Disaster Management will focus on natural disasters and cloud seeding as elements of global warming. It is being jointly organised by the Rain Shadow Area Development Department and Indian Meteorological Society.

More: ICORG 2008 
International Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ISPRS) Congress 2008 Beijing, 3-10 July 2008
Contact: Wendy Chapman via wendy@asmmag.com

Map Asia discount extended, 18-20 August 2008, Kuala Lumpur
Map Asia 2008 has extended early bird registration until 27 June. Said Irandoust (President of the Asian Institute of Technology in Thailand) and William Cartwright (president of the International Cartographic Association, Australia) are among the inaugural speakers.

Call for Papers: Map World Forum, 10-13 February 2009, Hyderabad
The organisers of Map World Forum are inviting abstracts of full papers for seminars and technical sessions. The forum will address how geospatial technology can promote sustainability. The deadline for abstracts is 31 July 2008. http://www.mapworldforum.org/2009/conference/submitabs.htm
Information Resources: 
Tools:
Vulnerability and Capacity Analysis (HVA) tool in hospitals and healthcare http://www.osha.gov/dts/osta/bestpractices/html/docs/appf_example1.pdf
http://ndpci.us/hls_cam.html.

VHA tool developed by British Columbia Provincial Emergency Program

http://www.pep.bc.ca/hrva/hazard.html
http://www.proventionconsortium.org/themes/default/pdfs/CRA/BC_HRVA_2003.pdf
http://www.pep.gov.bc.ca/hrva/toolkit.html
Pandemic surveillance systems http://emergency.cdc.gov/episurv/#systems
Avian flu Influenza: Current H5N1 Situation 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/avian/outbreaks/current.htm
http://gamapserver.who.int/mapLibrary/app/searchResults.aspx 
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/avian_influenza/en/


China Earthquake Geospatial Research Portal: The Harvard Centre for Geographic Analysis and Harvard Fairbank Centre for East Asian Research have established a China Earthquake Geospatial Research Portal. This website contains maps, GIS data and GIS analysis aimed at assisting ongoing research on the recent earthquakes in China. 
More: http://www.asmmag.com/news/961
Interview-Disaster-prone deltas next climate risk-ecologist 

Some of the world's most productive and populous places- river deltas from the Mekong to the Mississippi -- are ripe for disasters made worse by climate change, an ecological catastrophe expert said. Source: Reuters
More: http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/N12339281.htm
Study & Surveys:

For hurricanes, storms, raindrop size makes all the difference: When Tropical Storm Gaston hit Richmond, Va., in August 2004, its notable abundance of small and mid-sized raindrops created torrential rains that led to unexpected flash flooding throughout the city and its suburbs. New research from NASA has concluded that tropical cyclones like Gaston produce rain differently than another class of storms called "extra-tropical" cyclones. According to the study, making a proper distinction between these systems by looking at both raindrop size and abundance may be a key to assisting weather forecasters in estimating rainfall intensity. By doing so, forecasters can reduce the surprise factor of flash flooding and the unfortunate loss of property and life. 
http://www.bigmedicine.ca/bioscitech.htm#For_hurricanes,_storms,_raindrop_size_makes_all_the_difference
Cracks in Uttar Pradesh plains need monitoring, warns scientist
Source: http://www.thaindian.com/newsportal/sci-tech/cracks-in-uttar-pradesh-plains-need-monitoring-warns-scientist_10061400.html 

You are invited to take a brief survey to address emergency notification for consumers who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, visually impaired, or deaf-blind. This twenty-two question survey is designed to identify existing and planned practices to make emergency notifications accessible. The survey is available online at 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=zTeGdcYhK1Uj_2fwmlZPIJNw_3d_3d. The survey will be open until July 2, 2008.  This survey is being conducted by the Carl and Ruth Shapiro Family National Center for Accessible Media at WGBH (www.ncam.wgbh.org) through the “Access to Emergency Alerts for People with Disabilities” project, funded by the U.S. Department of Commerce (www.ncam.wgbh.org/alerts). 

 

ICT updates:
Product for Disaster Response: GeoGeny Asia used the Location Asia conference on 11 June 2008 in Kuala Lumpur to release its new product. It has been developed for disaster management and emergency response preparedness in Asia. Called GeoGeny, it was developed by Thales in Switzerland and GeoGeny Asia. The product is designed to use any available means of electronic communications (GSM phones, radio links) and establish a common operating picture of a disaster, available in real time to all levels of command.

SMS helped check Bird Flu in Orissa
In order to check the spread of avian flu in Orissa, India, state government officials have instituted the use of the short message service (SMS) tool of communication, a capability of hand-held digital devices - in this circumstance, cellphones - to help increase transmission speed of alerts and execute the necessary precautionary measures. The state's animal husbandry and veterinary services (AHD) introduced the 'SMS-based reporting system' in the department a year ago (2007) to track the health of livestock and breeding services in the state, according to the service's director. 

More: http://www.comminit.com/en/node/267812/307
MSV Provides Satellite Communications for US Earthquake preparedness and safety: Mobile Satellite Ventures (MSV) recently announced that it has joined with the Central United States Earthquake Consortium (CUSEC) to form a new satellite mutual aid radio talkgroup (SMART) dedicated to the preparation for and response to earthquakes throughout the central United States. CUSEC is a partnership of the federal government and eight states most affected by earthquakes in the central U.S. More: http://www.msvlp.com/media/press-releases-view.cfm?id=173&yr=2008
Outsourcing IT improves Virginia's disaster recovery: The state government in Virginia says its first disaster recovery test since outsourcing many of its IT functions was an unparalleled success. Does outsourcing improve DR?
 More: http://disaster-resource.com/newsletter/subpages/v239/newsclip6.htm
Indian satellites will alert state agencies and the public about imminent natural disasters through direct-to-home (DTH) television broadcasts.
More: http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/News/News_By_Industry/Media__Entertainment_/Media/Now_natural_disaster_alerts_on_TV/articleshow/3135305.cms
Website: A website developed at the University of Michigan shows where tornados hit the United States each day. At www.tornadopaths.org, visitors can zoom in to see a city, or zoom out to see the entire country.
Video: From Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board on chemical fire at a hazardous waste transfer facility and the resulting evacuation. 

http://www.csb.gov/
Network: Solution Exchange for Disaster Management Community in India 
More: Mr G Padmanabhan (Emergency Analyst, UNDP India) is the Resource Person and Moderator of this Community. Email-id: g.padmanabhan@un.org.in
http://www.solutionexchange-un.net.in/drm.htm
News:
Barbados: The Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA) is working on a million-dollar pilot project to develop a model for disaster risk management strategy and a plan of action for the regional tourism sector. 

More: http://www.nationnews.com/story/27541682452856.php
Greece: State ill equipped for disasters Lack of coordination between various authorities thwarts response to fires, quakes, a ministry report says. The state's civil protection system is being undermined to the point of paralysis by the lack of coordination between different authorities, inefficient use of human resources and underqualified regional officials, according to a report commissioned by the Interior Ministry. Greece ranks 114th out of 262 countries in terms of its «susceptibility» to natural disasters, according to a group of experts who conducted the study. More:  www.iaem-europa.eu
USA: FEMA gives away $85 million of supplies earmarked for Katrina victims 
A new investigation has found that FEMA gave away approximately $85 million in household goods earmarked for victims of Hurricane Katrina. Click HERE>>
USA: The American Red Cross said that its Disaster Relief Fund is wiped out and it's being forced to borrow money to help flood victims throughout the Midwest. 
More: http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5hMJ81LncZ0pZyI7ll954BwZowU6QD91BFMT00
Incident Management Team Helps Hospitals Respond to Disasters: Unlike other first responders, hospitals only use the incident command systems during disasters — leading to potentially weak command centers. Will an initiative change that? More: http://disaster-resource.com/newsletter/subpages/v239/newsclip4.htm
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