Natural Disaster Updates:
14 June 2008

Australia: Flights in and out of Brisbane are delayed because of heavy fog. Visibility was reduced to about 200 metres slowing peak hour traffic and public transport. It is the third day in a row that south-east Queenslanders have woken up under an extra blanket.

Myanmar: A total of 11 people were killed in a landslide in Myanmar's northern part of Mogok. The landslide caused by torrential rain, leaving seven men and four women dead in Mogok.
15 June 2008

Canada: About 3,000 people have been left homeless by a fast-spreading forest fire in an area east of Halifax, a major city of Canada's eastern province of Nova Scotia. Two water bombers and three helicopters, hampered by heavy smoke and winds, resumed their attacks on the fire burning south of Porters Lake Saturday morning. The fire began Friday afternoon and has scorched an area measuring eight kilometers long and two kilometers wide. The smoke was seen by residents of Halifax, which is about 20 kilometers away. The extent of damage to homes and cottages in the area could not be determined at this moment.
China: Flooding in southern China has killed at least 55 people and forced more than one million to flee their homes. Torrential downpours have affected nine provinces. More rain is expected in the coming days, forecasters warn. Among those provinces badly hit is Sichuan, which is still reeling from last month's massive earthquake. The flooding has submerged large areas of farm land and destroyed 6,600 homes in Guangdong and Jiangxi provinces. Many roads throughout the affected areas have been covered by landslides. The flooding in the Pearl river delta is THE WORST FLOODING FOR 50 YEARS.

China: Local authorities said 154 houses were burned down and 390 people affected by a fire that broke out Friday in a state-level protected forest in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. No casualties were reported. The fire began in a residential zone in Genhe City in the northern Greater Hinggan Mountains, igniting lumber owned by a forestry company. It spread to a forest nearby, Genhe firefighters said. 

China: In Guangxi province, more than 50,000 residents were displaced after rainstorms pummeled Liuzhou city. Nearly 800,000 people in the city were affected by floods and about 100 elementary and middle schools had to suspend classes.

Chile: The Chaiten volcano in southern Chile has erupted with renewed strength, belching thick clouds of ash and hurling molten rocks into the air. The volcano first began to erupt in May after lying dormant for centuries. "There has been an increase in the volcano's activity." Witnesses reported seeing two new craters, and of seeing "significant gas emanations and volcanic material" coming from the volcano. The National Service of Geology and Mining said it registered 15 low-level earthquakes early Thursday in the volcano area. Since the volcano had calmed down in the past weeks officials were hoping to let evacuees return to recover their belongings - but that plan was put on hold "until we are certain that this increased activity is something temporary."

Columbia: The Colombian National Army on the island of San Andres was put on alert in anticipation of a tropical storm. The storm was headed toward Nicaragua, but San Andres island, in the Caribbean Sea, lies in its course. Small boats have been asked not to venture out to sea, and authorities have instructed island residents to take adequate safety precautions. Heavy rains have killed 29 people so far this year and left thousands homeless in Colombia.
India: Rescue workers recovered 14 bodies on Saturday after two days of heavy rains lashed areas around Itanagar, the capital of Arunachal Pradesh state, government official said. The landslides cut off the area from the rest of the state, and electricity and water supplies were also cut. The death toll was likely to rise as rescue efforts continued. Monsoon has arrived early in season in 108 years.

India: In Assam state, the heavy rains flooded 120 villages and displaced more than 40,000 villagers from their homes. The government is trying to rescue villagers in the flooded-out Lakhimpur district and move them to higher ground. No deaths have been reported in Assam so far, he added. Assam is prone to flooding. Last year, millions of people were forced to temporarily abandon their homes after floods. Monsoon rains usually hit India from June to September.

Japan: Six people are known to have been killed and more than 200 injured in the 7.0 quake that struck the rural mountainous region of Iwate on Japan's main island of Honshu. Landslides followed the tremors across Akita prefecture - the epicentre of the quake. There have been more than 200 aftershocks. Those missing include seven people feared buried by a mudslide at a hot spring hotel in mountains outside the town of Kurihara, Miyagi region. With major roads buckled and unusable, search teams hiked through mountain trails to reach isolated towns. A small amount of radioactive water was leaked at a nuclear power station, but officials said there was no danger to the public from the minor spillage at the facility in Fukushima. Seismologists issued a warning of the earthquake moments before it struck around 0845 (2343 GMT) on Friday. Surveillance cameras in the city of Sendai showed it being shaken violently for about 30 seconds. 

Update: The quake death toll has risen to at least nine. Mountains were carved away by the force of the quake, trees crashed into newly slashed ravines, roads were cut off by landslides, and bridges buckled and broke. More than 260 aftershocks had jolted the area by this morning, and officials warned there could be strong quakes to come. Efforts to find seven people believed trapped in a hot spring resort swamped by a massive landslide resumed early this morning. Rescue workers picked their way through debris while scores of others, including soldiers, began carefully crossing a river of mud covered with makeshift wooden boards to get to the two-story inn, whose first floor had completely collapsed. Some 100 people were cut off in remote areas after roads were blocked by landslides. Experts said the scope of the quake was far smaller than the one that hit China a month ago and the region's sparse population and Japan's stricter building codes also limited the damage. 

Water from a dam in quake-hit northern Japan has started to leak, forcing rescue workers to abandon efforts to pull out a man trapped in a landslide, a military official said on Sunday. The official said there were about 30 homes near the dam. Local authorities, though, had yet to urge people in nearby Kurihara city to evacuate. 
Kansas: A series of three storms swept through Salina late Wednesday. One UNUSUAL feature of the series of storms was that the second storm to hit Salina was more powerful than the first - it was the second storm that spawned tornadoes - and the third was nearly as strong as the first. Typically, once a storm passes through an area, it removes much of the energy from the atmosphere, making any later storms much less severe. But this wasn't typical. "This was unusual - even the third one still had some punch." Strong winds from the south, aided by the spacing between the storms, continued to feed the storms. "The space between gave them time to draw in more warm, moist air", essentially resetting the conditions under which severe storms form. "It is UNUSUAL." The tornado that ripped through southern Salina and parts east appears to have been on the ground for 14 miles. The tornado was notable for its time on the ground. In all, the storms damaged or destroyed nine homes and numerous outbuildings and businesses in the county.

Lebanon: Seven earthquakes struck southern Lebanon and northern Israel during the past 24 hours, Lebanese seismologists said Friday. Two of the tremors struck on Friday morning, measuring 3.8 and 3.9 on the Richter Scale, respectively. The other five hit within the space of three hours on Thursday.

Mexico: Tropical storm affected more than 211,000 people in Mexico. 
At least 211,358 inhabitants in 44 municipalities of the Mexican state of Veracruz were affected by tropical storm "Arthur", Veracruz Civil Protection Ministry said on Friday. Rains continued on Saturday and Sunday and more people are predicted to be left homeless, the Hydrometeorology Bureau of the Water National Commission said. The Civil Protection Ministry suggested Friday the Mexican government declared a state of emergency in the 44 municipalities.
Myanmar: About 300 bloated and decaying corpses, apparently victims of Cyclone Nargis, washed up on a beach in eastern Myanmar more than one month after the cyclone struck the country. http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5ik3n4ZIIBR82G-yR4hWnZGPdASnA
New Zealand: Vulcanologists are continuing to keep a close eye on White Island in the Bay of Plenty. Hundreds of aftershocks continue to rattle it after a 5.4 magnitude earthquake centred just 10 kilometres off the volcano on Friday. GNS Science is warning people to stay off the island for another day or so.
USA: Iowa - Cedar Rapids floods continued to impact across a vast area. More rain was headed to flood-ravaged Iowa where tens of thousands of residents had been forced to flee their homes as officials struggled to reinforce breached levies and the rushing waters.
First Hurricane of US season likely June 18-22? Piers Corbyn of WeatherAction Long range forecasters today (June 13) - in a dramatic move towards developing long range extreme weather forecasts for anywhere in the world - predicted that the first tropical storm of the US season will form (85% likely) around 18th June. "We expect it to start in the Caribbean / Gulf of Mexico region and soon develop into Hurricane strength and make landfall (75% likely) or near landfall by 21 or 22 June in Florida / Southern States or possibly Cuba or (less likley) the west side of the Gulf. This Tropical storm will be associated with severe tornado events in central / SouthEast parts of the USA while New York /NorthEast USA are likely to be unusually cold. After that we are 90% confident the storm will quickly die and the period 23 June to 5 July will be essentially storm free." There is at present no forecast for any US Tropical Storms on the USA official hurricane and weather service Service sites. This is the 5th of WeatherAction's trial forecasts of extreme weather events in the USA this year. They say their success rate (for three major blizzards and a spell of severe tornadoes) is 4/4 so far. These trial forecasts are created using WeatherAction's Solar Weather Technique which uses predictable aspects of particle and magnetic affects from the Sun to make forecasts of certain extreme events in various parts of the world. http://www.rightsidenews.com/200806121175/global-warming/first-hurricane-of-us-season-likely-18-22-june.html
Information Resources: 
Remarks: Climate Change: A matter of political will by Angel Gurría, OECD Secretary-General, session on Mobilising Political Will: OECD International Conference Centre, 
Paris, 3 June 2008.  Success in our efforts to address climate change depends on various factors : getting the numbers right; identifying the most appropriate instruments; striking an all-inclusive global deal for the post-2012 architecture; promoting new policies that foster eco-innovation. But moving forward on all these tracks depends on another strategic element: mobilising political will. 

http://www.oecd.org/document/62/0,3343,en_2649_34359_40766014_1_1_1_1,00.html
Viewpoint: Healthcare and public health disaster readiness made easy by Jim Rush
Many healthcare executives haven’t faced the reality that the very existence of their organization may very well depend on comprehensive Disaster Readiness planning and coordination with other healthcare organizations as well as their emergency management community. http://www.bigmedicine.ca/jimrush.htm#Healthcare_and_public_health_disaster_readiness_made_easy

 

Report: Adapting to Climate Change: A Business Approach, prepared for the Pew Center on Global Climate Change, April 2008

The report outlines a sensible business approach to analyzing and adapting to the physical risks of climate change. It focuses on a critical first step in assessing these climate impacts: understanding the potential risks to business and the importance of taking action to mitigate those risks. Not all businesses need to take action now; this paper develops a qualitative screening process to assess whether a business is likely to be vulnerable to the physical risks associated with climate change, and whether a more detailed risk assessment is warranted. 

http://www.pewclimate.org/business-adaptation
Report: Economic Aspects of Adaptation to Climate Change: Costs, Benefits and Policy Instruments

This report provides a critical assessment of adaptation costs and benefits in key climate sensitive sectors, as well as at national and global levels. It moves the discussion beyond cost estimation to the potential and limits of economic and policy instruments - including insurance and risk sharing, environmental markets and pricing, and public private partnerships - that can be used to motivate adaptation actions. 
http://www.oecd.org/document/2/0,3343,en_2649_34359_40691458_1_1_1_1,00.html
Article: A Chinese school, shored up by its principal, survived where others fell

SANGZAO, China: The students lined up row by row on the outdoor basketball courts of Sangzao Middle School in the minutes after the earthquake. When the head count was complete, their fate was clear: All 2,323 were alive. http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/15/asia/quake.php
Article: Earthquake in China highlights the vulnerability of schools in many countries: The enormous loss of life in collapsed schools around China’s quake-stricken Sichuan Province could have been significantly reduced using known methods for designing or retrofitting structures in earthquake zones, several experts on global hazards said Tuesday. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/14/world/14codes.html?_r=2&scp=1&sq=&st=nyt&oref=slogin&oref=slogin

Tool: NASA data helps pinpoint impacted populations in disaster aftermath:  When two catastrophic natural disasters struck within days of each other in May 2008, disaster relief, humanitarian aid, and health officials, as well as members of the news media tapped into a unique set of NASA data products describing the location of the exposed populations. In the hours and days following the cyclone in Burma and the earthquake in China's Sichuan Province, workers had the data they needed to assess the numbers of people possibly affected in these deadly events. What arose was a timely example of how NASA data comes to the aid of officials when such disasters occur. http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/15/asia/quake.php
Take note…

Fake FEMA inspectors reported

Fond du Lac County residents are reporting that people falsely identifying themselves as Federal Emergency Management Agency officials are asking to inspect homes. 

FEMA officials said today there are no teams in the Fond du Lac area. FEMA inspection teams carry photo ID, and residents are urged to always ask to see this ID before allowing someone to inspect a home. FEMA also doesn't charge money to inspect a home.

To find out if FEMA teams are in an area, residents may contact their County Emergency Management Office. www.jsonline.com
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