Natural Disaster Updates:
12 June 2008

China: Hong Kong - the heaviest storms on record in Hong Kong blocked the airport for the first time in its 11-year-history and left several people dead across southern China. Streets in central Hong Kong were flooded to waist height at the weekend after 400mm (15.7in) of rain drenched part of the territory over 12 hours and the observatory raised its black rainstorm warning. The rainfall per hour was the heaviest in 124 years.
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/asia/article4098858.ece

China: Hong Kong ordered a mass cull of all poultry on 11 June in a bid to stop the spread of the H5N1 virus between birds in hundreds of markets scattered across the territory. Officials last week found the bird flu virus at a poultry stall in one of the city's many so-called wet markets and ordered the culling of 2,700 birds over the week. 
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/SP8786.htm

China: A key oil pipeline in China's quake-hit southwest resumed operations on Wednesday, a day after they were suspended by PetroChina as authorities drained a dangerous quake lake. Water levels in an unstable lake formed by last month's earthquake in Sichuan province have been reduced. Soldiers used explosives to divert water from Lake Tangjiashan into the quake-damaged town of Beichuan. Residents had already been evacuated to higher ground. Experts had feared the lake could have suddenly burst its dam, threatening about 1.3m people living downstream. More than 250,000 residents were evacuated from downstream areas as pressure built and the lake became increasingly unstable.

http://www.energy-daily.com/reports/Key_oil_pipeline_in_China_quake_zone_resumes_operation_report_999.html
France: Lighting struck six children in southern France as violent storms triggered mudslides and floods that damaged hundreds of homes, officials said today. The children, aged 11 and 12, were playing football in a stadium near the southeastern city of Avignon when the storm broke last night. The lighting struck as they ran for the changing rooms, police said. One of the six was hit directly by the bolt, suffering cardiac arrest. He was rushed to an intensive care unit in Marseille where he remained in critical condition today, doctors said. The other children, two of whom were knocked unconscious, were hospitalised with light injuries. In the southwestern town of Roquefort, around 100 homes were flooded, with similar damage in half a dozen towns along the bank of the Agenais river. In the eastern Dijon region, firefighters were called out more than 350 times as the downpour flooded homes and shops. Fifteen people were evacuated from a building in the Dijon suburbs that caught
fire after being struck by lightning. Mudslides also hit two villages in the nearby Toulouse region, Houga and Lombez. http://newsbreak.com.au/related/a1120323
Indonesia: Bird flu (Avian Influenza) killed tens of chickens in Sarolangun District, Jambi 
Province, recently, according to a local official. An investigation conducted by a local animal health team had shown the chickens had died of AI. Sarolangun District is a region through which the trans-Sumatra highway passes and shares borders with South and West Sumatra provinces where the deadly disease is rampant. The local authorities have intensified efforts to curb the communicable disease by supervising trading of poultry, conducting disinfectant spraying, and animal vaccination. http://www.thepoultrysite.com/bird-flu/bird-flu-news.php

Indonesia: Indonesia launched two tsunami alert buoys with US help Wednesday to boost an early warning system for the country worst hit by the 2004 killer wave. The devices are part of a 22-buoy system planned for the Indian Ocean, an embassy statement said. http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080611/pl_afp/indonesiausquaketsunamiwarning
USA: A third Indiana resident was confirmed dead in an historic flood that engulfed parts of central and southern Indiana. Southeastern Minnesota was also hit hard. http://www.theindychannel.com/weather/16556102/detail.html

13 June 2008
China: Rainstorms that have been affecting millions of people this week in southern China continued to hit Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region on Thursday and are expected to intensify in Hunan Province. In Guangxi, precipitation exceeded 250 mm in three counties and 100 mm in another 39 between 8 p.m. on Wednesday and 2 p.m. on Thursday, and the rain will continue to hit the eastern and southern regions on Friday, said Gao Anning, chief engineer of the regional meteorological station. The National Meteorological Center is forecasting that the rain will sweep across several provinces and municipalities, including Jiangsu, the quake-hit Sichuan, Hunan, Anhui, Zhejiang and Shanghai in the next few days. http://www.china.org.cn/environment/news/2008-06/13/content_15778794.htm
Greece, Crete: A strong earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 5.5 has struck the southern Greek island of Crete. The quake's epicentre was located 385km southeast of Athens, in the Zakrou area of eastern Crete.
http://www.congoo.com/news/2008June12/Strong-earthquake-strikes-southern-Greek
Hungary: Severe thunderstorms accompanied by very high wind with gusts above 90 km/h are predicted in eastern Hungry. Intensive precipitation with high amount of rain, above 50 mm in 1-3 hours, may occur.
USA: More than 100 homes in Columbus are damaged and the city essentially was split in two Sunday as a result of heavy rains that moved through the area over the weekend. Columbia County Emergency Management officials called flooding there "severe." Power and natural gas were shut off to affected residents Saturday, and a shelter was set up at Columbus United Methodist Church. An emergency message sent to the community on the city's local access station Sunday stated Columbus had been declared a disaster area due to flooding. http://www.wiscnews.com/pdr/news/
Relief & Reconstruction updates:
12 June: UN needs more funding for food, education in cyclone-hit Myanmar
UN agencies and NGOs are concerned that donors have not yet met even half of the Flash Appeal, leaving an urgent need for funds for the food and education clusters. The UN said the shortage of funds is partly due to some nations delaying their pledges because they are concerned about the junta’s restrictions on foreign aid workers. (AP, OCHA, June 11-12)
The UN reported Thursday (June 12) that it has received less than half of the money it needs to provide relief to the 2.4 million people severely affected by Tropical Cyclone Nargis, which hit the southwestern coast of Myanmar (Burma) on May 2. The storm killed at least 78,000 people and left another 56,000 missing and the UN has appealed for US$201.6 million in donations for its relief efforts, but so far has only received US$88.4 million - 43.9 percent of the appeal, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs' (OCHA's) Financial Tracking Service (FTS).   http://coe-dmha.org/
Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF, Doctors Without Borders) is one of several NGOs that is responding to mental health needs. MSF says despair and despondency are normal given the extent of the damage and losses brought by Nargis, and the agency is identifying community leaders and giving them basic training in stress management so they can monitor vulnerable people in their areas. MSF has also deployed professional local counselors to the delta. (IRIN, June 12) source: http://coe-dmha.org/ 
China: The death toll of China's May 12 earthquake has increased to 69,159 as of Thursday noon. A total of 374,141 people were injured and 17,469 others were still missing after the 8.0-magnitude quake devastated southwestern Sichuan Province and neighbouring regions a month ago.
Conferences:
13 June: UNFCCC conference on 'children in a changing climate programme' 
More: childreninachangingclimate.org
Empowering children to tackle climate change 

Plan, in collaboration with other international develoment and research organisations, is launching 'Children in a Changing Climate' programme whose primary objective is to secure children's influence in preventing and adapting to climate change - from their local communities to the United Nations - securing a world fit for their future well-being and the one of their children. www.plan-uk.org
18 June: GKP South Asia 2008 Starts 

The Global Knowledge Partnership invites participants to a regional knowledge-sharing and partnership-building event in Kathmandu. It will be held in conjunction with the Swaabhimaan 2065 Third National Conference on Rural Telecentres of Nepal. This year’s theme is powering South Asia with entrepreneurship and education.

http://ict.developmentgateway.org/?itemId=1154001
Information Resources: 

Maps: UNOSAT has produced a new map in support to the earthquake response in China: Overview of Tangjiashan Quake Lake, Beichuan, from 3 - 8 June 2008

This map presents a satellite-based water and damage assessment for the affected towns and villages along the flooded Jianjiang River valley, resulting from the earthquake-created lake and landslides. This assessment has been made with FORMOSAT-2 satellite imagery acquired from 3 to 8 June 2008 at a spatial resolution of 2 meters. Pre-disaster imagery recorded on 14 May 2006 was also used. This is an initial damage assessment and has not yet been validated in the field. 

Satellite analysis summary:

- Water levels are visibly rising from 5 to 8 June; 
- Some water movement through new drainage channel; 
- Two villages are submerged under the lake; 
- Eight pedestrian bridges and three main bridges are destroyed; 
- Approximately 17 km of road along the Jianjiang River is submerged under water or destroyed by landslides; 
- A significant threat exists from a lake-borne tsunami, generated by new landslides into Tangjiashan lake.

This and previously issued maps/analyses are available on VirtualOSOCC/GDACS and

www.unosat.org/asp/prod_free.asp?id=69
One can also subscribe to RSS feeds for the latest UNOSAT maps for automatic updates when new maps become available, please see: http://www.unosat.org/rss/freemaps.asp?n=1
The EIIP Virtual Forum transcript on “The Science of Flood Safety” is available at www.emforum.org or from http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc080611.htm.   

Radio Talk show: 13 June, at 12:00 Noon Pacific, 3:00 Eastern Time, weekly Road to Ready Internet radio show on Pandemic www.ricktobin.com/roadtoready/
The 13th annual Disaster Resource GUIDE is in production!
Contact publisher for a copy or for enlisting: publisher@disaster-resource.com
Principles to Guide Emergency Management Professionals
A working group of experts discussed the principles of emergency management and has come up with eight principles that will be used to guide the development of a doctrine on the matter. http://www.disaster-resource.com/articles/07edu_p12.shtml
$1.1 Billion in grants to improve -All Hazards Public Health and Medical Preparedness

Health and Human Services department has made available nearly $1.1 billion to continue assisting public health departments, hospitals and other health care organizations to strengthen their ability to respond to public health and medical emergencies as a result of a terrorism attack or naturally occurring event. http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/367456
Missouri fire department trains Chinese on disasters
Three fire protection officials from Missouri’s Boone County are sharing their knowledge of disaster management with Chinese officials to help prepare the country, so recently ravaged by earthquake, for the upcoming summer Olympics.

http://disaster-resource.com/newsletter/subpages/v238/newsclip3.htm
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