11 June 2008

Natural Disaster Updates:
10 June, China: The heaviest rainstorms in 50 years drenched parts of Guangdong province killing at least 1 student and causing widespread flooding, local media reported. The newspaper said more than 6,500 people had to be evacuated from their homes. Torrential rains have affected the province over the past two weeks, with rainfall in some areas measuring more than 400 millimeters (15.7 inches) in just the past two days. Heavy rains are forecast in many parts of south China over the next nine days, and torrential rain, strong gales and thunderstorms are expected to strike some regions, the National Meteorological Center warned. 

A strong aftershock in south-west China has rocked a lake formed by a recent earthquake that has been threatening to burst its banks. The 20-second, magnitude 5.0 aftershock caused landslides on mountains near the Tangjiashan lake. Soldiers have dug a diversion channel to help drain the lake and 250,000 people have been evacuated from the area since the 12 May earthquake. Waters continued to rise on Sunday despite intensive efforts to drain it, triggering official warnings that the situation remained dangerous. Chinas longest oil pipeline is at risk. The Lanzhou-Chengdu-Chongqing pipeline is 60 kilometres (37.5 miles) downstream from the landslide-created Tangjiashan lake in Sichuan province.
More: http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Quake_lake_pours_through_devastated_Chinese_town_999.html

10 June, USA: More heavy storms were headed to the flood-ravaged US midwest Monday as the east coast wilted in a sweltering heat wave, the National Weather Service warned. 

10 June: Australia: The weather bureau in Western Australia says a tornado which swept through the southern Perth suburb of Rockingham may have reached wind speeds of more than 150 kilometres an hour. The State Emergency Service has responded to more than 200 calls for help and is working to repair damage to roofs and buildings and clear fallen trees from roads. It also damaged 240 homes and left 16,000 houses without power in Perth.

10 June, Hungary: Heavy rain in Central Hungary during the weekend flooded cellars and streets, causing considerable damage, reported the National Disaster Management Authority.  Firemen received over 250,000 calls overnight. The town of Kecskemet was especially hard hit. 

10 June, Kyrgyzstan: An anthrax outbreak has hit south Kyrgyzstan. Anthrax has been confirmed in the two dead who were from the village of Beshinchi. Further tests are being carried out on the six people, who are currently being treated in isolation wards. Health officials said the victims may have contracted the disease when they slaughtered a horse for its meat in late May. Anthrax most commonly infects wild mammals and domestic cattle and sheep, which ingest or inhale the spores while grazing. Humans can be affected when exposed to blood and other tissues from infected animals. Anthrax can be highly lethal, but in some forms it responds well to antibiotic treatment. There are effective vaccines against the disease. Authorities have temporarily shut the local livestock market.

10 June, Canada: A violent thunderstorm reaped havoc in eastern Canada's Montreal city on Tuesday, causing power cut for thousands of residents and overturns of trucks. Seven trucks were overturned by high winds on a bridge at the southern end of the city, forcing police to close the busy span.
11 June, Canada: A town in western Canada's Saskatchewan province was evacuated to keep away from a raging forest fire nearby. All 74 residents in Uranium City in the northern end of the province, as well as drillers and miners working in the area, were evacuated on the order of provincial government. The fire, which covers as large as 5,000 hectares, is only one of 252 forest fires reported to be burning in Saskatchewan. The average at this time of year is 209. Conditions in the forests are particularly dry this spring, increasing the risk of fires. 

11 June, Norway: Fire fighters and volunteers are fighting to gain control over a forest fire in Raade, in the county of Oestfold. The fire fighting crews have been able to contain the fire within a 1.5 km2 area. There is also a forest fire raging in Froland in the county of Aust-Agder. No rain is expected in South Eastern Norway. 

11 June, Vanatu: A 5.8-magnitude earthquake has rattled southern Vanuatu in the South Pacific. There are no reports of injuries or damage. The temblor was centered 45km southwest of the capital, Port Vila, and 10km beneath the sea. No tsunami warning has been issued. 

11 June, Indonesia: Indonesia has raised the alert level for a volcano on Sulawesi island to the highest after it began spewing hot lava and clouds of smoke, a vulcanology official said. Lava from Mount Soputan has been gliding down its slopes about 1.5 km (0.9 miles) from the crater since Friday but has not reached the foot of the mountain. In the past two years, at least three major volcanoes, including Anak Krakatau, have showed signs of increased activity, but there has been no serious eruption.

11 June, Australia: The world's largest cattle ranch has been forced to sell off its livestock and mothball operations because of the severe drought gripping much of Australia. Anna Creek station, which is bigger than Israel, encompasses 9,267 square miles of scrub, sand dunes and savannah in the Outback of South Australia. It is normally capable of supporting 16,000 cattle but the "Big Dry"; the worst drought in a century; has exhausted the land, forcing the herd to be whittled down to less than 2,000.

11 June, Madagascar: Fifty-five dolphins reportedly died off the coastal port town of Antsohihy, some 600 kilometers west of the capital of Madagascar. Hundreds of dolphins showed unusual behavior and tried to get closer to the coast to take refuge off Antsohihy since the beginning of June. For the moment, the strange behavior of dolphins remains a mystery and the results of biopsies and autopsies didn't give convincible reason for their behavior.
Relief & Reconstruction updates:
9 June, UN humanitarian chief defends Myanmar relief efforts 
UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs John Holmes said Monday (June 9) that despite delays in gaining access, the international community has been right to work with Myanmar's (Burma's) military government to coordinate a response to Tropical Cyclone Nargis. Aid agencies have worked with the government to coordinate relief and rehabilitation for the 2.4 million people who were severely affected by the May 2 storm, and Holmes said the more patient approach was more beneficial to victims. 

10 Jun, Most cyclone survivor camps vacated in Myanmar 
As relief operations for survivors of Tropical Cyclone Nargis continue in Myanmar (Burma), the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) reports that most government-established temporary camps have been closed, with thousands of survivors returning to their villages. Although UN agencies and rights groups have criticized the junta for evicting people from dozens of camps, UNICEF reported Monday (June 9) that some survivors left voluntarily. UNICEF reported that all camps in Pathein, Mawlamyinegyun and Pyapon have been closed, while in Labutta township, only three camps are now open, in contrast to 49 a few weeks ago. An estimated 30,000 people have returned to their villages from Labutta camps alone, according to UNICEF. Most camps in Yangon and Bogalay are also closed and about 2,000 people remaining in unofficial camps in Bogalay have been told by the military to vacate by Thursday (June 12). In other news, the World Health Organization (WHO) is reporting that many tuberculosis (TB) patients in Myanmar stopped their treatment in the cyclone's aftermath, raising fears that drug-resistant strains may be spreading. The International Committee of the Red Cross is concerned that thousands of bodies are still scattered across the delta as aid agencies must focus on relief activities and there has been no organized effort to address the corpse situation, the Irrawaddy news magazine reported. While many bodies remain untouched, others have been dumped in canals and unmarked graves or cremated. According to the Irrawaddy, some farmers in the delta are paying people to dispose of bodies so they can cultivate their land. 

Information Resources: 

Articles: 
Walled City: Life in danger zone

Getting permission to repair crumbling buildings is tough..
More: http://epaper.hindustantimes.com/artMailDisp.aspx?article=10_06_2008_751_005&typ=1&pub=47
Disaster Response Imagery Ample, but distribution still tough
The Myanmar cyclone and Chinese earthquake disasters demonstrated that the world has plenty of imaging satellites to monitor disasters but is still unable to make imagery and other data easily and widely available to emergency-response teams, government officials said.

More: http://www.space.com/businesstechnology/080609-busmon-satellite-disaster.html
Drilling to blame for Indonesia's mud volcano
New study Scientists delivered a rebuttal to claims that an earthquake, and not drilling for gas, unleashed a "mud volcano" that has been spewing sludge in Indonesia for the past two years. "We are more certain than ever that the Lusi mud volcano is an unnatural disaster and was triggered by drilling the Banjar-Panji-1 well," said British professor Richard Davies. The volcano in Sidoarjo district of East Java has been spewing the equivalent volume of scores of Olympic-sized swimming pools of mud a day since erupting to life on May 29, 2006. 
More:  http://www.terradaily.com/reports/Drilling_to_blame_for_Indonesias_mud_volcano_new_study_999.html
Meteorologists will fly aircraft into the centre of cyclones

India is planning to fly aircraft into the centre of cyclones to gather data to predict where the storm will hit. This is one of a series of measures to be undertaken by India's Ministry of Earth Sciences to improve cyclone forecasting. These include increasing and enhancing space-based, land-based and ocean-based observation systems, as well as developing new forecast models. 

More: http://www.scidev.net/en/news/india-to-employ-aircraft-in-cyclone-forecasting.html
 

