7 July 2008

Natural Disaster Updates:
Bangladesh: 16 dead, 20,000 marooned in rains

At least 16 people were killed and more than 20,000 marooned as heavy rains over the past week triggered landslides and floods in Chittagong, southeast Bangladesh. Three landslides caused by torrential monsoon rains killed 10 people while six others drowned in swirling flood waters in southeastern Cox's Bazar district. Several rivers in the southeastern hill districts burst their banks and caused the floods, officials said. Bangladesh, which is criss-crossed by over 200 rivers, was hit by a major floods last year, when water fed by melting glaciers in the Himalayas and heavy rains inundated more than 40 percent of the land. More than a thousand people were killed in the floods, which left millions of people homeless and damaged infrastructure and property worth over a billion dollars. 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/KKAA-7GAAR4?OpenDocument
Rehabilitation & Reconstruction updates:

Indonesia: 150 houses from Islamic Relief for Aceh`s tsunami victims: Banda Aceh (ANTARA News) - Britain-based Islamic Relief has donated 150 houses to victims of the 2004 tsunami in Aceh Besar, Aceh Jaya Districts, and Banda Aceh city, Aceh Province. The houses were officially presented on Monday, according to acting Communication Director of the Aceh-Nias Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Agency (BRR) Ridwan Muchtar here on Monday. The Islamic Relief, Qatar`s Red Crescent, AmeriCares, Disaster Emergency Committee and BRR also officially handed a unit of clean water supply facility at Beuromae village. Director of Islamic Relief Indonesia Ahmed Tosson said that the 150 houses were part of 1,100 houses which had been constructed by the humanitarian institution since January 2005 for tsunami victims. "It`s recorded that 850 of the 1,100 houses which we have constructed, have been handed to tsunami victims in Aceh," Tosson said.
http://www.antara.co.id/en/arc/2008/7/2/150-houses-from-islamic-relief-for-acehs-tsunami-victims/
India: Coca-Cola, Red Cross dedicate tsunami-housing project at Colachel: Coca-Cola, backed by Indian Red Cross Society, has handed over 41 houses constructed in Colachel in South Tamil Nadu to the families hit by tsunami in 2004. After Cuddalore Dockyard Project and Velankanni 'Vidiaylai Noki' livelihood initiative, Colachel housing project is the third major disaster relief project of Coca-Cola in Tamil Nadu. The company had pumped in Rs 1 crore with Kanyakumari district administration pitching about Rs 10 lakh towards this project, according to Deepak Jolly, vice-president (communication), Coca Cola India. It was PPP (Public -Private - People partnership) involving Coca-Cola, Red Cross Society, Gram Panchayat, District Administration and the local community that made the housing project possible, he said, at a function in Colachel. Tamil Nadu Tourism Minister N Suresh Rajan handed over the houses to the 41 beneficiary families at Colachel.
http://www.financialexpress.com/news/Coca-Cola--Red-Cross-dedicate-tsunami-housing-project-at-Colachel/329643/
Myanmar 
UN reports improvement in cyclone cooperation: Cooperation between the international humanitarian community and Myanmar's government in addressing the needs of survivors of Cyclone Nargis is improving, the UN says. An estimated 138,000 people were killed or are missing when the category four storm slammed into the southern Ayeyarwady delta on 2 and 3 May, affecting 2.4 million people and leaving nearly half of them needing assistance.
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/IRIN/c1c60eb13cf9f58d81dfa5089ae3a05e.htm
G8 pushes Myanmar to accept foreign cyclone aid: The Group of Eight wealthy nations put pressure on Myanmar to let in more foreign relief workers after a devastating cyclone last month, after accusations it had obstructed aid, a Japanese official said on Thursday. The G8 foreign ministers, meeting in Kyoto, agreed to maintain support for reconstruction in Myanmar after the cyclone left more than 138,000 dead or missing, the official said.
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/T198858.htm
Resettlement of Myanmar refugees from Thailand tops 30,000: The world's largest resettlement operation passed a significant milestone this week with more than 30,000 Myanmar refugees transported from Thailand since January 2005 to begin new lives in third countries. The UN refugee agency said in Bangkok that the number of departures since the resettlement programme began had this week reached 30,144. Nearly all of the refugees had been sheltering in nine refugee camps along the Thai-Myanmar border since fleeing fighting and oppression in their homeland.

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/UNHCR/d0bd4de2ec51faeb21e6e872eabd2460.htm

Photos:  Myanmar recovery underway
Cyclone Nargis survivors begin rebuilding their lives. http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/photoalbum/1214560502.htm
News: 
Thailand: UCLA students providing Tsunami relief in Thai fishing villages: Twenty-one UCLA students will be working in fishing villages in Thailand this summer, helping to rebuild coastal communities destroyed by the devastating tsunami of 2004. The innovative project is the brainchild of Michael Silverman, a postdoctoral scholar at the UCLA Institute of the Environment who conducts environmental field research in Thailand. Over the past several years, Silverman has met with members of the Thai government and representatives of non-governmental organizations, and all have told him the same thing: While the country is still in need of financial assistance, it is also needs field workers and researchers from the outside. So Silverman, with the help of Rebecca Shipe, an assistant professor of ecology and evolutionary biology at UCLA, organized a summer service learning and field work program for UCLA students. As part of the program, students will work with village residents to regenerate mangroves to fight erosion and resist disasters, and to identify and propagate local species that promise the greatest biodiversity and sustainability. They will also contribute to a comprehensive survey and assessment of coastal ecosystems, water quality and endangered species and will map local environmental and social assets.
http://www.international.ucla.edu/article.asp?parentid=94299
Thailand: Ready for Tsunami Drill: Three and a half years since the Tsunami hit the Indian Ocean Rim, including 6 Andaman coastal provinces in south Thailand, the residents on Thailand's shoreline have been educated, encouraged to take part in learning, and taken part in tests or exercises to make sure that the history would not repeat itself. A full-scale Tsunami exercise is conducted on a yearly basis, while small community drills for preparedness in vulnerable locations and in schools for children, have taken place as well. This year the Thai government is conducting a comprehensive drill involving residents and tourists in all 79 locations in 6 Andaman Coastal provinces where the warning towers are installed, on July 7th during 9.30 – around 11 am. The towers are linked with the National Disaster Warning Centre in Nontha Buri near Bangkok The Deputy Prime Minister Suwit Khunkitti will preside over and observe the exercise at Saphan Hin in Phuket City which is designated to be the main location, to be broadcast by NBT. The test at Saphan Hin in Phuket will involve around 1,000 people, adults and school children, plus tourists. Each local government will run their drill at the same time. In tourist locations like Patong beach, signs have been put up to inform tourists. Some said they already know and even want to join in as they appreciate the safety measures the Thai authority recognizes.
http://thainews.prd.go.th/newsenglish/previewnews2.php?news_id=372&news_headline=MiniVDO:%20Special%20-%20Ready%20for%20Tsunami%20Drill%20Monday%207%20July%202008
Sri Lanka: 
USAID completes state-of-the-art bridge - The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) today marked the end of its flagship tsunami reconstruction project with a new bridge across Arugam Bay. The $10 million span-constructed by USAID in partnership with Sri Lanka's Road Development Authority under direction of the Ministry of Highways-is a gift from the American people, replacing the original bridge destroyed by the tsunami and the first of its kind in Sri Lanka. Meetings with residents and community leaders in Pottuvil and Ulla to discuss the construction resulted in a modern steel-and-concrete structure common in the United States but never used in Sri Lanka. The design made the bridge less expensive, faster to build and more durable.
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/MUMA-7G6522?OpenDocument&rc=3&emid=TS-2004-000147-LKA
Reconstructed Beruwala fishing harbour commenced operations: President Mahinda Rajapaksa inaugurated the operations of reconstructed Beruwala fishing harbour today. The harbour which was destroyed by tsunami was reconstructed with the financial assistance of the Chinese government. The harbour was constructed under 'Thotupola Aruna' programme with a total cost of Rs. 410 m. The harbour consists of a jetty, well-equipped fish processing unit, and a new boat yard. 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/MUMA-7G68F9?OpenDocument&rc=3&emid=TS-2004-000147-LKA
 
Low-tech clay filters cut disease: Kaluatura - For thousands of Sri Lankans without easy access to potable water, a low-tech filter has provided them with a convenient source of safe water, saving on fuel costs and cutting disease. The water filter was first mass-produced in Nicaragua and used in emergency relief operations. It is essentially a clay pot fortified with ground paddy husk and coated with colloidal silver that strains out virtually all harmful bacteria and parasites. The American Red Cross (ARC) began production of the clay filter in Sri Lanka in January 2007 and has distributed some 10,000 units so far, principally to survivors of the December 2004 tsunami that devastated 13 of the island's 25 districts. "Our aim is to provide a point-of-use water purification solution that is low cost and user friendly to as many Sri Lankans as possible," Omar Rahaman, ARC's social marketing adviser for the project, told IRIN. He added that the filter had benefited an estimated 50,000 Sri Lankans.  http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/VDUX-7G5PMD?OpenDocument&rc=3&emid=TS-2004-000147-LKA
India: "Climate action plan needs to be transparent": New Delhi: Civil society groups and environmentalists have expressed disappointment over the lack of transparency in the preparation of the National Climate Action Plan, a critical policy document. In an open letter addressed to the Prime Minister, 27 civil society groups have said no information was shared on the draft plans till date and there had been no process of consultation with civil society or independent scientists, researchers and experts. "Any major policy defining process has always been open to public debate and consultation. Climate change will define the future of our country's people, environment and economy. Any policy document that intends to govern the manner in which India addresses this issue should be given adequate space and time for public debate. Such transparency and consultation will also be in keeping with the avowed principles of your government," it said. The impacts of global warming and resultant climate change are the biggest environmental threat our planet is facing today. It is now apparent that this is not just an environmental crisis, but a humanitarian crisis as well, the letter said. http://www.hindu.com/2008/07/01/stories/2008070152301300.htm
India unveils blueprint for green development: New Delhi, India needs a national strategy to adapt to climate change and to enhance the ecological sustainability of its development path, says its National Action Plan on Climate Change. The plan was released by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh here Monday. "With an economy closely tied to its natural resource base and climate-sensitive sectors such as agriculture, water and forestry, India may face a major threat because of the projected changes in climate," says the long-awaited plan, which is now up for public debate. The plan, prepared by the Prime Minister's Council on Climate Change after deliberations that went on for around a year, recognises that India has wider choices in its developmental pathway "precisely because it is at an early stage of development". The plan promises that India "will engage actively in multilateral negotiations in the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in a positive, constructive and forward-looking manner". http://mangalorean.com/news.php?newstype=local&newsid=83104
Events: 
19 SAFRW (South Asian International Fund Raising Workshop), 23-26 of August, 2008,  Jaypee Palace Hotel in Agra, India. More information can also be found at www.safrg.org
 

Scholarships available:  The International Council of Sport Science and Physical Education (ICSSPE) is offering scholarship funding to a limited number of participants for its upcoming 2nd International Sport in Post-Disaster Intervention seminar. The 2nd international Sport in Post-Disaster Intervention seminar is supported by the Federal Ministry of the Interior, Germany, and is organised in partnership with the German Red Cross, the Fürst Donnersmarck Foundation, Freie Universität Berlin, and Kennesaw State University, USA. It will occur 1-7 November 2008 in Rheinsberg, Germany.
For more information contact icsspe.org or at +49 30 3641 8851.
kkoenen@icsspe.or, vchew@icsspe.org, www.icsspe.org
Information Resources:
Online survey: On behalf of the Crisis Management Initiative, International Agency for Source Country Information (IASCI) is conducting a research project related to information management and sharing in crisis response situations and canvas their expert views and experiences regarding information systems and features of utility, and to learn about primary information gaps and constraints.
If you are professionally familiar with crisis response, either from the field or management perspectives, you may take a few moments to respond to our questions in the link: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=GgfoyCAkmBZQppzqmfiBVA_3d_3d
For any questions or suggestions, pls contact info@iasci.info.
E-paper: Lessons in neglect, Schools without roofs, buildings without toilets: Poor infrastructure is a major impediment to education. Though it is a tradition in India to tell children tales of the golden past when venerable sages taught their students in the shade of trees, deep inside the forest, everybody knows that today’s schools or colleges cannot function like that. Students and teachers need classrooms, chairs and desks, libraries, laboratories, auditoria, hostels, gyms and computer terminals. These basic facilities are perhaps as important as teachers and, hence, a close look at the facilities available today will give a fairly good indication of the health of the country’s education system. 
http://epaper.timesofindia.com/Repository/ml.asp?Ref=Q0FQLzIwMDgvMDcvMDYjQXIwMTcwMA==&Mode=HTML&Locale=english-skin-custom
Photo exhibition: ‘Relief in Sight’: Australia’s international disaster response in pictures

Relief in Sight is a compelling display of 68 photographs reflecting Australia’s international commitment to rebuilding people’s lives and alleviating their suffering after disaster strikes. “The exhibition is offering Tasmanians a rare insight into the role of volunteers and relief workers in restoring communities following disasters in the Asia-Pacific region,” Mr Kerr said. The exhibition will be on public display at the Northgate Shopping Centre in Hobart from 5 – 10 July 2008. Relief in Sight exhibition publicity: Jemma Gabb (Bay Street Mediaworks) 0424 726 365

Database: Annual Disaster Statistical Review based on the EM-DAT database by Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED) School of Public: This second edition analyses the 2007 disaster figures with comparisons to previous years.
Please find the electronic copy of the Annual Statistical Review at this link:
http://www.emdat.be/Documents/Publications/Annual%20Disaster%20Statistical%20Review%202007.pdf
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