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3rd Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction

2-4 December 2008   Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

“Multi-stakeholder Partnership for Disaster Risk Reduction

From National to Local”

	Side event A& E 
	“Reducing Disaster Risk in Urban Areas”  

	Schedule:
	Part I: 02 December 2008 (12:30 – 14 00 hr)

Part II: 03 December 2008  (13:00 – 14:30 hr)

	Theme to be addressed:
	Reducing Disaster Risk in Urban Areas


	Organizers:
	1. Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC)

2. Regional Task Force on Urban Risk Reduction RTF– URR) in Kobe 

3. Platform on Urban Risk Reduction (PURR) 

4. CITYNET 



	Background: 


	Asia is still the most vulnerable region to natural disasters in the world. Each year, the Asian region suffers heavily due to a multitude of recurring natural calamities, which threaten millions of lives and cause large-scale losses on economy, infrastructure, agriculture and productivity. In the recent past increasing trends were seen in unprecedented urban growth, industrial and physical development in most part of Asia. At the same way it is observed that the rapid unplanned urban growth is linked with the increase in migrant population to urban areas seeking economic opportunities. A large proportion of poor among urban population, including migrant population is forced to live in slums in small plots of lands, located in highly vulnerable areas to natural hazards. This has increased the potential for loss of productive forces, high economic losses and damages to property due to occurrence of future disaster events. Due to resource constraints, Cities are not prepared to accommodate more migrants, provide more common amenities, infrastructure, and recreational facilities etc. for the unprivileged segment of vulnerable urban population in safer areas. As a result of absence of any alternative solutions they continue to live with risk. This forces city governments to allocate more resources for emergency response leaving fewer resources for development initiatives. Better preparedness actions by urban population can save lives, but again resources needed for better forecasting, early warning and dissemination, creation of public awareness etc are insufficient and cannot be undertaken without actions for institutional development for hazard risk management.

With proper forward-looking planning interventions and through initiation of long term risk management programs, future disaster impacts can be substantially reduced. Unfortunately most cities vulnerable to natural hazards do not have proper systems and technical capacity for controlling or discouraging development within vulnerable areas or to implement long term mitigation programs such as land use-planning solutions, structural interventions etc. Lack of information related to the areas of potential hazard impact, level of impact, spatial distribution etc is also a hindering factor that prevents cities to embark on large scale long term mitigation projects for the benefit of urban population. Similarly, local government institutions are still to recognize risk management as an integral part of their urban development strategy and assign enough financial resources from the annual budget for disaster risk reduction. 

With the mission of achieving the resilience, disaster risk reduction should be mainstreamed in local governance process so that city government undertake  preparedness and mitigation measures, contingency planning, structural mitigation solutions etc along with regular urban development interventions. Vulnerability reduction measures also should feature in post disaster recovery interventions as well as in rehabilitation and reconstruction investments. Realization of at risk communities as a part decision making process helps to achieve community empowerment and create ownership. Disorganized vulnerable communities may easily become victims of any disaster events and It is high time for authorities to recognize at risk communities as a resource for urban disaster risk reduction. They can be actively involved in risk reduction action planning and implementation at local level. 

Asia is rich in examples and good practices of cost effective community based disaster risk management interventions. There are several city level demonstrations of better management of natural hazard risk through implementation of structural and non-structural mitigation programs that can be observed within Asia. Some cities have implemented very successful emergency response planning and preparedness programs. All such interventions are not only useful for those who are interested in process based research and development studies but also can be taken as useful tools for those vulnerable cities which will be looking for good practices that can be easily replicated.

The purpose of the session is to invite implementing agencies in Asia to highlight the city level good practices of hazard assessment, action planning,  community based DRM interventions, structural mitigation activities, emergency planning and preparedness interventions etc.



	Session Objectives: 


	1. To showcase good practices and initiatives taken in Urban Risk Reduction in the Asian Region

2. To serve as a platform for DRR practitioners to identify failures, challenges and strategies to overcome problems during the planning and implementation stages. 

3. To serve as a forum for experience sharing and networking

4. To identify strategies to obtain the support of local governments and other stakeholders to integrate urban disaster risk reduction in urban development process.

Expected Outcome
1. Recommendations on scaling-up Urban DRR initiatives

Avenues for building up or strengthening the linkages of community level Urban DRR interventions



	Speakers and title of their interventions (Expected participation:
	Presentations of the session are given bellow:

1. Brief introduction and presentation of Agenda by Dr. Bhichit Rattakul, Executive Director, ADPC
2. Good Practices and lessons learnt from Program for Hydro-meteorological Disaster Mitigation in Secondary Cities (PROMISE) (ADPC) by Mr. NMSI Arambepola & Mr. Amit Kumar
3. Experience in implementing Earthquake and Tsunami Preparedness component under Comprehensive Disaster Management Program in Bangladesh by Dr. Maksud Kamal (CDMP-Bangladesh) and Mr. NMSI Arambepola (ADPC)

4. Emergency response in earthquake disaster- experience from recent earthquake in Sichuan by Dr. Wang Zifa, Director, Institute of Engineering Mechanics, China Earthquake Administration

5. Brief introduction by Dr. Rajib Shaw, Chair of the Asia Regional Task Force on Urban Risk Reduction (RTF-URR)

6. Presentation by RTF-URR by Dr. Rajib Shaw, Chair of the Asia Regional Task Force on Urban Risk Reduction (RTF-URR)

7. Leading from the front: Importance of Political will and commitment for successful implementation of city level DRM programs by Hon. Alipio Fernandez Jr. City Mayor of Dagupan and Mr. Amit Kumar 

8. Presentation by SG of CITYNET – Malaysia by Mr. Dato Lakhbir Singh Chahl, Secretary-General of CITYNET



	Key Possible Recommendations


	A set of recommendations including;

1. Advocacy for mainstreaming DRR at local government level

2. Developing institutional capacities, tools and guidelines for assessments for VCRA

3. Allocation of annual budget for DRR from city budget and development of public private partnerships for DRR interventions



	Technical equipment required: LCD Projector, Screen for projection, Sound System


Note: The speakers of the session to be confirmed
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